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March 2015

Dear Confreres,

It is with great joy that I present to you the proceedings of the East 
Asia and Oceania Salesian Brothers’ Congress held on 18-23 August, 
2013 at Salesian Retreat House, Hua-Hin, Thailand.

The congress comes at a timely period for several reasons: the 
last congress was held almost 7 years ago (20-25 August 2006) 
at Don Bosco, Phnom Penh, Cambodia, with the theme: “Care 
and Promotion of Salesian Brother vocation”; second, our region 
is experiencing the greatest growth in terms of Salesian Brother 
vocations compared to other regions in the congregation; third, we 
have already a regional centre for the specific formation of Salesian 
Brothers in Manila, Philippines; and most of all, we are preparing 
ourselves for the bicentenary of St. John Bosco’s birth.

The theme of the Congress: “The Salesian Brother: History, Pedagogy, 
and Spirituality, moving towards the bicentenary of Don Bosco’s 
birth” has been a great help for the 73 participants coming from 
11 provinces of our EAO Region and RMG in deepening their 
appreciation of St. John Bosco and his vision of the Salesian Brother 
for the Congregation, the Church and Society. Furthermore, the 
revisions to the Formation of the Salesians of Don Bosco (FSDB/ Ratio) 
pertaining to the Salesian Brother is also included in this booklet as it 
was presented during the Congress.

May these proceedings help us in appreciating our Salesian 
charismatic identity, specifically “Don Bosco’s marvellous creation of 
the Salesian Brother under the inspiration of Mary Help of Christians”. 
May we be inspired to care for and to promote the Salesian Brother 
vocation for the benefit of the young who are poorest.

Fraternally yours,

Bro. Raymond D. Callo, SDB 
Coordinator for Formation
EAO Region
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DIREZIONE GENERALE OPERE DON BOSCO
Via della Pisana 1111 – 00163 ROMA

Tel: +(39)-06-656-121; fax: 06-656-12-556
E-mail: vklement@sdb.org; vklementsdb@gmail.com 

Councilor for the Missions
Peru, 14 August 2013

Missioni - 178

EAO Salesian Brother’s  Congress 2013 
Message to the participants - Thailand, Hua Hin

Dear Brothers and Fathers!

Seven years after the Cambodia - Phnom Penh 2006 EAO Regional 
seminar on Salesian Brothers vocation I’m glad to greet you from 
Latin American country of Perú during a visit to the Andes and 
Amazon region missions!

What changed in the Congregation during this 10 years regarding 
the Salesian Brother? There are some 320 Brothers less in the 
Congregation (which is diminishing some 200 confreres every year) 
but there are some important signs of Brother’s vocation growth:

1. One of the Salesian Brothers is carrying the role of the General  
 Economer with a great charismatic ability and energy, offering  
 an important role in the government and animation at the world  
 level. We are proud of Br. Jean Paul Muller, former Mission Office  
 director in Bonn!

2. Salesian Brother is taking slowly stronger and more identified   
 charismatic image. Some special fields of the Salesian mission   
 like social communication (at the moment all 3 staff of the ANS   
 news agency are Brothers!), among the formators there are more  
 brothers then before etc.

3. The four lines of action launched by late Fr. Vecchi for the   
 Salesian Brothers, confirmed by the Rector Major in 2003 are   
 bringing lasting fruits of more visibility, more stable and quality  
 specifi c formation courses offered already in all continents 
 (America - Guatemala, Africa - Ghana and Cameroon, Europe 
 - Valdocco, South Asia - India and in Manila), better vocation 
 promotion of Brother’s vocation. Also the awareness of Brother  
 vocation among the Salesians did improve. 
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Looking at the number of Brothers in past 10 years (attachment), we 
realize that only two among the eight Salesian regions are growing - 
Africa and EAO region! That means, our EAO region is blessed and in 
the same time does carry an important responsibility to the Salesian 
Lay Consecrated life in the whole Congregation!

During the days of the EAO Salesian Brothers Congress I remember 
you all and each one of you in the daily Eucharist. Without a 
Salesian Brother our Congregation and Salesian Charism is not 
complete! 

With heartfelt fraternal greetings in Don BoscoWith heartfelt fraternal greetings in Don Bosco

Fr. Václav Klement 
Councilor for the Missions
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Message of Bro. Jean Paul Muller, SDB

“Is it better to be poor and healthy than to be rich and sick?“

Exactly one year before the beginning of the 27th General Chapter, 
two people are presented to us Salesians transmitting a special 
message to the congregation. One of them is Pope Francis. His 
first days and weeks in Rome were turbulent, unfamiliar and full of 
surprises. Now it is difficult to even imagine how it was before without 
him. He is always present in the media, but also in our conversations 
and reflections. With his talent to convey big truths and directives in 
brief statements, he hits the mark over and over again: the Gospel 
is our guideline. Our Rector Major was  quite impressed by the Pope 
Francis’ quote “when we confess Christ without the Cross, then 
we are not disciples of the Lord: We are mundane, we are 
bishops, priests, cardinals, but we are no longer disciples of the 
Lord”. With this clear statement, the Pope gets to the core of the 
topic of our next General Chapter: A radical change of our lives to 
create a better world for the youth!

Our everyday life as brothers is often defined by many trifles, we get 
tired because we do not manage to get everything organized, to 
find time for everybody who needs us and also our prayer life often 
deteriorates when it ranks secondary to all our other commitments. 
The nearest thing has often great difficulties to catch our attention. 
In this conjunction, it is good when a man as Pope Francis puts our 
lives in question to reset our focus once again on Christ as Pope 
Benedict XVI. We have to pay attention not to perceive just one little 
excerpt of the Pope’s personality as some photographers do. We 
have the chance to reflect on his message with the statements of 
our Rector Major, thus, gradually coming closer to Jesus Christ and 
his Gospel.

During our first personal encounter with the Pope not only his firm 
handshake was surprising, but his eyes which talk, capture and 
transmit somewhat of his optimism. But we must not be misled, this 
Pope is not one satisfied with superficial greetings, events etc. He 
is as clear and firm as Benedict XVI in his requests to the cleric and 
members of orders: Whoever wants to go aboard the ship of the 
church needs to put his oar in!

The second role model accompanying us on the way to the 
General Chapter is Stefan Sandor .  The happy news reached us 
that the first decree of Pope Francis recognized Stefan’s martyrdom 
which initiated his quick beatification. I can only recommend every 
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Salesian not only to read but to reflect on Stefan’s story, his life as a 
brother up to the moment of his violent death.

Because like Stefan Sandor, each Salesian needs to read the tracks 
presented by history and fellow human beings, after which he needs 
to dare to take his own steps. Just as the disciples when they found 
the empty tomb, we have to examine the signs of despair for tracks 
of happiness and hope. This is the only way to become content, 
happy and religious people and to invite others to implement Don 
Bosco’s ideas into the present. Stefan Sandor adopted Don Bosco’s 
life philosophy by not remaining at the surface but by walking 
through his life with open eyes and attentive ears. Stefan had many 
options for evasion and could have chosen a comfortable life as 
a brother in the workshop and in his community. However, he took 
particular care and stood up for such people of whom the rulers 
expected blind obedience but whose human dignity they did not 
recognize. Don Bosco and Stefan Sandor brought Christ into our 
daily life, they understood themselves as instruments of His love 
and, consequently, had to endure many disappointments until their 
death.

They experienced that the one who expects Christ only on the 
horizon of his own imagination builds up his own obstacle against 
gaining experience with fellow human beings. The upcoming 
General Chapter shall take the experience gathered during the 
Province Chapters (or at a Salesian Brother Congress) and shall 
reflect on how we Salesians can prepare ourselves for the future.  
Unfortunately, as at each Chapter, regrets shall be voiced regarding 
the dropping number of brothers and requests shall be filed to put 
more effort into calling young men for this vocation. Everything 
has been said already (look EAO Brother’s Congress Cambodia 
2006), but there is a lack of implementation: We have to develop 
answers in form of attractive offers, more room and more time for 
young people, better training for catechists and companions if we 
wish to invite young men to share their lives with us and the youth. 
This option for the youth which we Salesians approached in a very 
every-day style and practical manner so far, fits the Pope’s attitude: 
Get away from the compassion rhetoric based on just thinking of 
the poor and donating them some of our time and strength, to a 
changed life situation in our communities to grant each Salesian 
education, health, work, happiness and much more to enable him 
to become an even more faithful follower of Don Bosco in order to 
effectively configure our youth ministry.
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Here in Rome many people were interviewed on St. Peter’s Square. 
Over the first days, astonished statements could be heard that 
the Pope seems to be so normal, now people clearly demand 
not only changes behind the walls of the Vatican but also on the 
management level of dioceses, parishes and within the orders. 
During his Wednesday Audience Addresses, visits at parishes and 
meetings with politicians, Pope Francis tirelessly tries to convey his 
message that the source of strength for a change to the better 
must be found in the relationship of each individual person with 
God, in the trust in the Word of Jesus. The Pope defines the direction: 
“Whoever does not pray to God, prays to the devil.” These directives 
require decisions from us and show us that each one of us must 
undertake the way on his own. Even we Salesians have to ask 
ourselves what are the impacts of this Pope’s Credo from Latin 
America who takes seriously his demand for modesty, proximity to 
people, humility, honesty and mercy. The theological, philosophical 
and spiritual causes for a world in which God seems to have 
been lost as reflected on by Pope Benedict XVI, have received 
an intermediary in the person of Pope Francis who will implement 
those in concrete actions, with hopefully more weight for the local 
churches and their committed Catholics . As Salesians we can be 
confident that this Pontificate shall have a fruitful influence on the 
vocations in the church. Each one of us must contribute to support 
the Pope in “teaching the youth wisdom and orientation” gathered 
and experienced by the church and her representatives during the 
history. This also includes transmitting the lifestyle of Stefan Sandor, 
Artemide Zatti and our other Saints of the Salesian family. 

The next General Chapter scheduled for the beginning of 2014 shall 
have to give a concrete answer to the directives given by the Pope 
and each one of us must not fear to sustain injuries just like Cardinal 
Bergoglio: “It’s true that when you get out into the street, there can 
be accidents. However, if the church remains closed in on itself, 
does not get out, remains self-referential, it gets old. Between a 
church that suffers accidents in the street, and a church that’s sick 
because it’s self-referential, I have no doubts about preferring the 
former.”

Jean Paul Muller, SDB
Economer General
Rome, 27.04.2013
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Don Bosco’s History in Relation to the Salesian Brother 
by Bro. Michael Harris, SDB, AUS

A brief history of laymen in religious life. 

There have been many forms of lay-religious over the centuries. 
In the earliest times most monks were laymen with a few priests. The 
early monasteries were mainly filled with laymen. 
But as time passed the older orders became more clerical, more 
members were ordained priests, and the laymen were given to 
the material care of the monastery. Gradually they became like 
servants.

At the Council of Trent in the 16thc, with this increase in the numbers 
of priests  in monasteries, the office of superior was eventually 
reserved specifically to priests. During this time the new orders were 
mainly priests but included some lay members. The lay members 
worked alongside the priests but with different tasks to perform. This 
continued into the 19th century.
So there was a gradual progression over the centuries from being 
mainly lay religious to being mainly priest religious. 

19th century:

In some parts of the world, the mid 19thc was a time of suppression 
against the older religious Orders and Congregations because they 
had accumulated too much power and influence over the civil 
affairs of society.

The Church was being persecuted and was facing a crisis. At this 
time the Church was in search of a new identity. 
Some new congregations were formed. Some were trying to re-
create the traditional style of monastic life. Others were attempting 
to begin a completely new type of religious life more in touch with 
the period of history. Well perhaps that is happening now! Again the 
Church is facing a crisis and looking for a new identity!

Around this time there was a new understanding of the role of the 
laity in the Church. Holiness was everybody’s call, regardless of any 
clerical or lay status.

Holiness or “Devotion” was for St Francis de Sales everyone’s 
vocation. Holiness can be gained in every occupation. He gave 
examples of holy people in their everyday life. One of these is 
St Joseph. He attained holiness doing his everyday job in the 
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carpenters’ workshop. Don Bosco chose St Joseph as one of the 
first patrons of the Salesian Society. Joseph was a simple layman 
who was Jesus’ teacher! St Francis de Sales (1567-1622) wrote 
and worked on the idea of the call to holiness of everyone without 
exception.

The Salesian Society:

This was the environment in which Don Bosco began forming his 
ideas of a new Society. He wanted to have both priests and lay 
people striving towards holiness by working as equal partners for the 
salvation of the young. But his idea of the Salesian Brother formed 
gradually, and is still evolving today.

The aim of the congregation is to unite its members, priests, clerical 
students and laymen, for the purpose of perfecting themselves by 
imitating our divine Saviour, especially in charity toward the young: 
Don Bosco, 1858 draft of Constitutions.
In the years 1858 to 1862 Don Bosco was working on his draft of the 
Salesian Constitutions and he speaks of lay people, not of coadjutor 
brothers.

Society of St. Francis de Sales 

The Congregation was founded on 9 Dec 1859 with 19 members. 
All were clerics.  There were laymen working with Don Bosco all this 
time. By 2 Feb 1860, only two months later, the first layman took 
vows as a Salesian. His name was Joseph Rossi.

Two years after this, on 14 May 1862 twenty-two members were 
admitted into the Society two of whom were laymen
In 1867 Don Bosco used the term coadjutor meaning lay helpers or 
domestics, not religious.

Constitutions…

In forming his Constitutions, Don Bosco was influenced in part by 
the Congregation of the schools of Charity and the Vincentians 
who had lay members, but they had a subservient role. Don Bosco 
wanted his laymen and priests to share the same consecration 
and apostolate. Don Bosco was thinking of one Salesian religious 
vocation that would be open to members who might opt either for 
the priesthood or for the lay state. This is the originality of which Fr 
Caviglia speaks.
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The Salesian Brother, without any outward sign lives by the 
evangelical counsels, exemplifies in his life the pattern of the 
Christian person according to the example of Jesus. (Paraphrasing 
Fr Cavaglia) However clear Don Bosco’s idea was, it still took many 
years to conceptualize and express in practice the nature and 
apostolic task of the lay Salesian. (A. Lenti)

Problems already!

Even at this early stage in the history of the Society, there was a 
tendency for some to regard the Brothers as lower class!

On the 31 March 1876 in his Good Night Don Bosco said: 
“There is no distinction between members of the Congregation. 
Everyone is treated the same, artisans, young clerics and priests. We 
consider ourselves brothers”

In 1877, in a new hand written edition of the regulations for the 
House and the Oratory, Don Bosco used the term “coadjutor” for 
the first time to describe both the domestic helpers and lay-religious 
members of the Salesian Congregation.
 
The coadjutors who belong to the congregation must keep 
the practices of piety listed in their rule. So there is now a clear 
distinction between the domestic helpers and lay Salesians. But the 
term coadjutor was still used for both.

Again!

In 1883 only seven years after the above statement of Don Bosco, 
somebody said at the third General Chapter held at Valdocco, 

“Coadjutors must be kept low…” ! 

Don Bosco reacted sharply, 

“Not at all. Our Brother Coadjutors are like everyone else.” 
At the same Chapter of 1883 Don Bosco wanted the lay members 
to continue to be called coadjutors as well as the lay helpers. 
However the idea of calling the coadjutors “Brother” was discussed 
for the first time.
Soon after this Chapter the term “coadjutor” was used only for the 
lay religious members of the Society.
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The role of the Brother:

Don Bosco had to clarify his ideas further.
He said to the Brothers in a conference sometime later after 
mentioning many fields of work from workshops to classrooms to 
financial management and others:

“You are not the ones to take the manual chores directly. Your task is 
to direct. You ought to act as the master supervising the workers, not 
as a servant…
You ought not to be servants but masters; not subjects but superiors.” 
Now I shall tell you my second point. Since you are helping in such 
important work, you must be men of great virtue…
For Don Bosco his idea of the Brother evolved gradually, but he 
always spoke of unity and equality, where all are bound by the 
common life, common charity and the simple vows.
 
From “Don Bosco: History and Spirit” by Arthur Lenti: 

An early daft of the Constitutions by Don Bosco:

“All the gathered members lead the common life, bound together 
only by fraternal charity and by the simple vows, which bind them to 
form one heart and one soul in order to love and serve God.”
In forming his Constitutions, Don Bosco was influenced in part by the 
Congregation of the schools of Charity and the Vincentians who 
had lay members, but the had a subservient role.
Don Bosco wanted his laymen and priests to share the same 
consecration and apostolate.
Don Bosco was thinking of one Salesian religious vocation that 
would be open to members who might opt for the priesthood or for 
the lay state.

This is the originality of Don Bosco of which Fr Caviglia speaks.
However clear Don Bosco’s idea was, it still took many years to 
conceptualize and express in practice the nature and apostolic task 
of the lay Salesian. (A. Lenti)
What is the essence of Don Bosco’s idea which we must not lose?

For Don Bosco his lay Salesians were to work in the workshops and 
trade schools, in the office and in the city, in the classrooms, on the 
building site and the farm, and on the missions, in fact in all areas 
where work was to be found. The Salesian Brother could fill any area 
of work. 
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But he must be properly trained. Both professionally and 
spiritually.

The only place the Brother could not go was that reserved 
specifically for the Priest by his ordination.

Michael Rua 1888 – 1910;
“Our Society is so constituted that it offers abundant possibilities  for 
apostolic ministry not only to its priestly members, but also to its dear 
Salesian Brothers… the forming of personnel is vital to the work of our 
Society… many have high school diplomas, college degrees and 
teaching credentials… ”

Paul Albera 1911 – 1921:
“In the older religious orders lay-brothers form a kind of second 
order… Don Bosco did away with such dualism. All Salesians share 
the same rights and privileges … they are fully Salesian religious, 
with the same Salesian vocation, and the same apostolate as the 
priests, except for that which pertains to the ordained ministry.
He was a Salesian presence representing Don Bosco where clerics 
were not able to go due to the anti-clerical atmosphere of the time. 

What about now? Is there an anti-clerical feeling now? Where do 
we fit in today? I think even in the Church today there is a new 
realization of the clericalism within the Church and the harm it has 
done. Clericalism puts the Church hierarchy in a position of power 
over the laity, which can be abused.

Clothing:

From the very beginning Don Bosco wanted the Brothers to dress 
neatly as laymen. Curiously in some provinces in the past and even 
today, there has been a tendency for the Brothers to dress almost 
as clerics wearing black and white and sometimes even a clerical 
collar! I have heard of Brothers dressed in albs and cassocks!

But Don Bosco wanted us to be religious in shirtsleeves.
So what is happening? Is there still confusion about who the Brother 
is? Didn’t Don Bosco make it clear?

It is not about what we wear or what we are called. Who we are and 
our Faith in Jesus Christ is all that matters.
Who we are is not what we wear or what we are called or what 
badge or medal we wear. We are not our trousers or our shirt!
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The Salesian Brother is a man of Faith in Jesus Christ. He is a Salesian 
of Don Bosco.

We give witness to Jesus through the example of our life. We give 
witness to the existence of God through our relationships with 
everyone we meet. We lead the young and the old to Faith by the 
example of our life of Faith.

The Salesian Brother today: 

However!

The Salesian Brother is a consecrated layman striving for holiness by 
the practice of the simple vows. This brings the responsibilities and 
discipline of the religious life. Faithfulness to our call is the greatest 
witness we can give to the world.

We are men walking in the footsteps of Don Bosco dedicated to 
the salvation of souls, especially the young and those most in need, 
especially through education. We are called to work in whatever 
field is required for the work of the Congregation. 

The Salesian Brother is a prophet speaking the truth with his life 
and being a sign of contradiction in the world.  We challenge the 
consumerist and materialist societies in which we live.

The Salesian Brother is ready to be a visible witness to the existence 
of God by his life. The fruits of his labours will be seen in the lives of 
those he has educated. He sows the seed and someone else reaps 
the harvest. 

Crisis:

In Australia, due to the abuse crisis around the world, religious are 
experiencing a decline in status. No longer are we automatically 
held in high esteem. We must earn peoples’ trust and esteem.
Some of our confreres are afraid to say they work at “Salesian 
College”. All religious are facing a hostile world today. Perhaps this is 
similar to Don Bosco’s time.

Visible, Credible and Fruitful:

We are called as Salesians to be a sign of the reality of God for the 
young.
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Our witness:

The questions young people often ask show me that my life makes 
them think. They see what I represent and are confronted by it e.g. 
A boy states that he knows why I do what I do. I ask him to explain. 
He answers that I do what I do because I believe in God.  He came 
to this belief only by seeing me around the school. Perhaps he will 
come to Faith through my example. I hope so.

Why did you become a Brother? They often ask.
This is always an opening for some fruitful conversation on the idea 
of religious life, Jesus and Don Bosco.
Don Bosco was a model of holiness because his work broke with the 
way of thinking and believing of his contemporaries. (Rector Major)

Don Michael Rua 1888-1910
Our Society is so constituted that it offers abundant possibilities for 
apostolic ministry not only to its salesian priestly members, but also 
to its dear Salesian Brothers…the forming of personnel is vital to the 
work of our Society…many have high school diplomas, college 
degrees and teaching credentials…

Don Albera: 1911 – 1921
In the older religious orders lay-brothers form a kind of second 
order…
Don Bosco did away with such dualism. All Salesians share the same 
rights and privileges… they are fully Salesian religious, with the one 
Salesian vocation, and the same apostolate as the priests, except 
for that which pertains to the ordained ministry.

What aspects of his holiness seem most interesting today?
Can we interpret Christ’s Gospel for our own times, as Don Bosco 
did for his? So can we be as dangerously imaginative today as 
Don Bosco was? How must we respond to our current situation? And 
not just copy what others are doing? How can we imitate Christ in 
responding to our particular situations today? 

My references are: “The Salesian Brother” Rome 1989
 “Don Bosco’s Lay Religious” by Enzo Bianco
 “Don Bosco” Teresio Bosco
 “Introduction to the Devout Life” Francis de Sales
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Don Bosco Pedagogy:  FOLLOWING THE FOOTSTEPS OF DON 
BOSCO By John Baptist Thanad, SDB, THA

Good morning! I’m delighted to be here with all of you. We attend 
this meeting to hear for ourselves and confirm what we have 
already learned and known about Don Bosco. I am sure all of us, 
both Salesian Brothers and Priests, are experienced educators in 
Don Bosco’s pedagogy. Today, we will share and compare ideas 
about what we already know and what we will hear. There will be 
many common elements that we all share, but probably also some 
different opinions. I do hope that what we will hear and share can 
add on to our understanding and would be practical in carrying out 
our work for the young. 

We know that we are moving towards the bicentennial celebration 
of Saint John Bosco’s birth. On this blessed and joyful day of our 
beloved father and founder of our Congregation, I believe it is the 
right time to refresh our understanding of his pedagogy, which is our 
method of educating and evangelizing the young.

Don Bosco spent every minute of his life studying and working for 
his children from all walks of life. It was clear as Don Bosco once 
said: “For you I study. For you I work. For you I live,” and “That you are 
young is enough to make me love you very much.”
 
Regarding his teaching and educational approach to the young, 
Don Bosco himself said: “They ask me how I educate the boys. I 
bring them up as my mother brought me up in the family. I don’t 
know any other way.“ (AGC 415)

Mamma Margaret was Don Bosco’s first and best educator. Having 
been left a widow she knew how to show her sons the demanding 
love of a father and the gentle and selfless love of a mother. From 
her Don Bosco learned those values and attitudes that he used with 
his boys. As the years passed, they became the foundation of his 
pedagogy left as a legacy to his Salesians.
 
My presentation will focus on what Don Bosco taught and did in 
his time. We will share ideas on some input this morning. Group 
discussion will be done in the afternoon.



17

Perspectives of D.B.’s Pedagogy

 Our pedagogy is not learnt from a professional chair as a   
 scientific treatise. Our treatise is practical life and its pages are   
 the playground, the classroom, the refectory, the church and the  
 dormitory. (Don Rinaldi) 

 Don Bosco’s pedagogy is a pedagogy of love and hence it is 
 also a pedagogy of solicitous care, counseling, even corrections, 
 and other aids to improve the behavior of the students and 
 prevent them from falling into whatever is harmful to body and 
 soul. 

 D.B. says : “ We must give the students time to express themselves 
 freely, but we must the attentive enough to rectify and correct 
 their expressions, their words and actors which may not conform 
 to Christian principles” 

 Education is a matter of the heart of which God alone is the 
 master (BM XVI, 376) 

 In the first place, the spiritual guide of Don Bosco, St.Joseph 
 Cafasso, had this to say: “Do you know who Don Bosco is? As for 
 me, the more I study him the less I understand him. I see him 
 simple and understanding, humble and great, poor and involved 
 in great plans, apparently impossible to realize. For me, 
 Don Bosco is a mystery. Nevertheless I am sure that he works for 
 the glory of God, that God alone guides him and that God alone 
 is the scope of all his actions” (Memorie Biografiche, 4, 588) 

 The Preventive System is a spiritual and educational experience 
 which is based on reason, religion and loving kindness. 

 The Preventive System in the education of the young, the Letter 
 from Rome, The Lives of Dominic Savio., Michael Magone, Francis 
 Besucco, are all writings of Don Bosco which illustrate well both his 
 experience and the choice of his educational method. 

 Don Bosco’s booklet “the Preventive System in the Education of 
 the young” is not a scientific or scholarly work of education, but
 rather it is a succinct statement of some of the educational 
 principles he evolved from his experience with youth. 
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 The Preventive System as “an organic whole of convictions,   
 attitudes, actions, presence, means, methods and structures   
 which have progressively established a certain personal and   
 community manner of the existence and action of Don Bosco,   
 of each Salesian and member of the Salesian Family”
 (Fr. Egidio Vigano’) 

 A French writer has said, “Don Bosco was the one most alive with 
 love for abandoned boys” 

 This System is based entirely on reason, religion and loving 
 kindness : instead of constraint, it appeals to the resources of 
 intelligence, love and the desire for God, which everyone has in 
 the depths of his being (C 38) 

 Sent to young people by the God who is “all charity”, the 
 Salesian is open and cordial, ready to make the first approach 
 and welcomes others with unfailing kindness, respect and 
 patience. His love is that of a father, brother and friend, able to 
 draw out friendship in return. (C 15) 

Apostolic Work of Salesian Brothers in various roles
 
• Schools and Hostels 
• Technical Schools and Universities 
• Training Centres 
• Oratories and Youth Centres Formation Houses (seminaries)   
 Retreat Houses 
• Parish Services Councilors at all Congregation levels 
• Other Congregation Services 
• Missions 
• Presences in lay Organizations
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A Consecrated Lay Salesian (consecrated person)
 
• What does a Salesian Brother do? 
• What can a Salesian Brother do? 

 The following are the most common roles of the Salesian Brother:  
 school principal, school administrator, head of department,   
 group animator, counselor, teacher, assistant, professor,   
 spiritual counselor, retreat spiritual animator, provincial councilor, 
 provincial economer, in charge of provincial services, youth   
 center director, technical director, farm manager, formator, in   
 charge of house services, parish services, member of the 
 General Council…etc.

The educational Impact of the Salesian Brothers on the people 
they come in contact with. 

Students

TeachersParents

Alumni
Children + 

Young

D.B.’s 
PedagogyLay Personnel Administration 

staff

Lay People
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An Over-all Picture of D.B.’s Pedagogy

Aims/Objectives Method

<Salvation of souls> 
The forming of <good 
Christians and upright 
citizens> is the aim often 
expressed by Don Bosco to 
indicate everything of which 
the young stand in need in 
order to live fully their human 
and Christian lives: clothes, 
food, lodging, work, study, 
free time; joy, friendship; 
active faith, the grace of 
God, the way to holiness; 
participation, dynamism, a 
place in society and in the 
Church. (AGC 415)

Preventive System 
<<reason/religion/loving 
kindness>> 

•  Family spirit and social    
    dimension 

understanding/sharing/self-
giving/open-mindedness and 
commitment in public life 
•  Educational dimension 

academic studies/the field 
of vocational and technical 
training/… 
•  Religious dimension 

sacraments: Holy Mass/
confession/prayers/ 
spiritual direction/Marian 
devotion/moral values/… 
•  Culture and family 
    environment 

assistance/good-night 
and good-morning talks/
counseling/group activities/
educational outings/games/
sports/theatre/music/songs…
etc.
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The use of Don Bosco’s pedagogy in our/your own cultural and 
educational context.

1. Greet Children and Teenagers by Calling Them by Their   
 Names 

 The young ones are happy and have a good impression when   
 they are greeted and called by their names. For each and every  
 one of them, his or her name is the best thing in the world. No 
 matter what the reasons are, call them by their names. We want 
 to capture the hearts of the young, don’t we? Do as Don Bosco   
 told us, “Greet and call children and teenagers by their names.” 
 Don Bosco said, “The most wonderful joy of the young is to know  
 that they are loved. God loves children and delights in them.”

For Our Reflection
 
• What should we do when we hear students or teachers joke 
 about names, features, or learning abilities of other students? 

• What should we do when we hear students or teachers scold  
 other students by using bad words? 

2. Building Friendship with the Young

 In educating and evangelizing children and teenagers in our   
 schools, trades training centers, youth centers, and so on,
 Salesians and teachers play various roles on different occasions;  
 they are teachers in the classroom, friends in the playground, 
 fathers and mothers always, etc.. 

 Telling creative jokes or short stories is one of a number of  
 approaches Don Bosco used in building good relationships and 
 making friends with the young.

 Don Bosco taught us, educators and teachers, that to go into 
 the heart of children and teenagers is something likely to happen 
 naturally without even realizing it. To show familiarity with the 
 young is the best way of approaching them. Love children 
 without becoming childish. Behaving like strangers will lead them 
 to close themselves and stay away form us. Their external 
 behavior of doing, obeying, may not reflect their real selves. 
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 When children and teenagers realize that we are friendly to them,
 they will open themselves up to us, and we will know their  
 strengths and weaknesses. We will also know whether their pace 
 of learning is normal or fast, their gifts and motivations as well as 
 their will to master themselves and in succeeding in doing 
 something. When our children and teenagers trust us, they will 
 have courage to learn, experiment creatively valuable and 
 virtuous things; they will express themselves utilizing critical, 
 strategic, creative, applicative, analytical, synthetic, and futuristic 
 thinking; and so they will have the opportunity of developing 
 their talents with excellence. They will not be afraid to develop   
 themselves in accordance with their potential. In so doing, they 
 will not miss any important stage of their life growth.

For Our Reflection
 
• Do we play various roles on different occasions, for example as 
 teachers in the classrooms, friends in the playground, fathers and 
 mothers, to children and teenagers who are under our care? How 
 do we help them to keep a balanced behavior in the classroom, 
 in the playground, in the chapel, etc.,?
 
• What techniques do we use in building friendships with children 
 and teenagers from all walks of life under our care? 

3. Do We Pray for Our Boys and Girls? Do We Teach Them How 
 to Pray?
 
 Don Bosco suggested that “We must find time to talk to God 
 about each child under our care.” So, we need to pray for our 
 children, and praying for them will be the best way to know and 
 help them. When asked: “Does this prayer need to take a long 
 time?” Don Bosco replied: “Every day, we should pray for each 
 and every one of our children for a few seconds.”

 Often Don Bosco told educators: “If anyone of you is shy to 
 introduce the young to religion, you do not deserve to be 
 educators.” He as well added: “When the children love to pray, 
 we as educators have already served in the most important part 
 of our duty. Encouraging the young to appreciate prayer is a 
 more valuable use of time than teaching or making them 
 cheerful.”
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For Our Reflection
 
• How often do we pray for our children and teenagers?
 
• Do children and teenagers under our care have the opportunity  
 to pray both in the morning, in the evening, in the chapel or in 
 the prayer room? 

4. Giving Reasons to Live Well to The Young
 
 When children and teenagers are sure that they are loved by 
 their educators and teachers, such perception will boost their 
 confidence that God always loves them. This confidence in   
 God’s love will become their source of happiness and peace of
 mind. As a matter of fact, the Christian formation of the youth 
 must be like an Hallelujah song raised to God. We must also try to 
 encourage the young to have a closer relationship with the Lord.

 The journey to God involves many values and duties of life for 
 children and teenagers to know, do and live by, for example, 
 duty to self, duty to God, and duty to others. The late great guru 
 of human development, Steven Covey suggested: “Life is short, 
 so live, love, learn and leave a legacy. Living means to live what 
 makes life worth living, to discover what’s missing. Loving means 
 to know and to show love. Learning means to learn where the 
 answers are. Learning what needs to be learnt and what needs to 
 be unlearned. Leaving a legacy means to leave something   
 good behind when one passes on to the Lord in heaven.”

For Our Reflection

• What reasons for living do we give to children and teenagers 
 under our care?
 
• Give examples of how our children and teenagers want to be   
 remembered? 

5. Have a Better Understanding of the Young
 
 It is important that educators, teachers and parents try to teach 
 and train their children and teenagers to be self-disciplined 
 persons. Moreover, they need to try to prevent the young from 
 misbehaving by offering them gradually what good they can 
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 achieve. These are little things done repeatedly and taught 
 joyfully and warmheartedly. The children and teenagers mature 
 and become responsible persons. Don Bosco once put it this 
 way: “Perfection is acquired through effort and bit by bit.” If we 
 know each and every one of the young well, we will be able to 
 help them to develop themselves as complete persons 
 according to their real and individual potential.

For Our Reflection 

• What issues or difficulties do we think normally bother children   
 and teenagers?
 
• How often do children and teenagers come to talk to us about   
 problems in their lives? 

6. Paying Attention and Giving Great Care to Each Child
 
 The following are three methods of forming an atmosphere of   
 attention. 

1. Train children and teenagers to overcome selfishness. By nature, 
 every single person always pays attention and sees the 
 importance of oneself.
 
2. Train the youth to be patient. Often, in life, in order to receive 
 attention and care, they have to know the word “wait”.
 
3. Train children and teenagers to open themselves up and express 
 themselves frankly and honestly. It is useless for us to pretend that 
 we are interested and act as if we love and care for them unless 
 we really get involved in solving their problems and easing their 
 difficulties.
 
For Our Reflection
 
• How do we know strengths and weaknesses of each boy or girl 
 under our care?
 
• What measures of assistance do we have to use in order to help 
 the weak and vulnerable children and teenagers under our care? 
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7. Look after Children and Teenagers at All Times
 
 In educating and training the youth, one of Don Bosco’s practical 
 suggestions is that children and teenagers must be properly 
 looked after and assisted at all times. This is also one of the 
 principles of the Preventive System. Once a child is born, he or 
 she has his/her differences from others. Not only are a child’s 
 weight, skin color, or face feature unique, but his or her reaction 
 to the surrounding stimuli are also typical. Some children and 
 teenagers are alive, alert, awake and enthusiastic, some are not. 
 Moreover, some of them are slow in learning and doing things. 
 
 A skillful educator once said: “each and every one of the young 
 will become a good person if his/her educators, teachers and 
 parents can understand and help him or her all the time in every 
 appropriate opportunity.”
 Nowadays, many Salesian schools are equipped with closed-  
 circuit televisions (CCTV) to look after the students. The CCTV has 
 some usefulness but cannot substitute our physical presence 
 among the children and teenagers which is more essential and 
 important in our salesian educational system.
 
 When we are among our students, we can sense the moods, 
 what disturbs them, their difficulties and offer them help or talk to 
 them. We need to have our children and teenagers gathered 
 together at least once a day, just as every good family gathers 
 together. Meetings that involve the entire school, morning talks, 
 short interesting stories from the Salesians, need to be practiced 
 in the daily life of our Salesian schools.

 As Salesians and teachers, we need to uphold the best practice 
 of the Preventive System. We educate, train and look after them 
 using reason, loving kindness and using the principles of ordinary 
 Christian living. We do our best to ensure that the Preventive 
 System has its full impact in our Salesian schools, trades training 
 centers, youth centers, and so on.

For Our Reflection
 
• How often do we manage or look after our school by walking 
 around? How do we do it?

• How often do we greet our students in the playground and 
 others  people in the different sections of the school, in the   
 trades training centers and in the youth centers that are under our 
 supervision? 
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8. Punishments Must Be Employed on a Reasonable Basis
 
 Don Bosco used to say: ”Punishment is like bad luck that a child 
 has to receive. If possible, we must avoid it. However, when we 
 have to employ punishment, make it a reasonable one. Then, 
 the child will accept it. The guarantee in this regard is talking 
 with the child from heart to heart. However, above all else, do not 
 compromise on the children’s wrongdoing because undesirable 
 reactions may occur. Furthermore, it is important not to show 
 anger although it will be one-hundred-percent right for us, as 
 educators and teachers, to do. At the same time, do not pull 
 a wry face or give the young cold facial expressions, not caring 
 about anything. We must be clear about our standpoint towards 
 the mistakes our children and teenagers make.” Such expression 
 as, “I was not satisfied with your behavior ,” would be sufficient   
 punishment. But for those boys and girls who do not know any 
 reason, more punishment (patience) is still needed.

For Our Reflection 

• How often do we punish children and teenagers under our care? 

• What reasons do we give to our students when punishing them? 

9. How to Punish and How to Forgive? 

 Parents, educators and teachers often have a difficult decision   
 to make whether to punish or to forgive. Don Bosco suggested:   
 “A punishment in any form, light or heavy, is still a punishment 
 in the eyes of a child. So, for some children, receiving a wry and 
 unsatisfied glance is more hurtful than getting slapped on their 
 faces. Verbal and non-verbal compliments on their work done 
 are the prizes great enough for children.”

For Our Reflection 

• How do we punish children and teenagers under our care?
 
• How do we forgive the young under our care? 
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10. Help Children and Teenagers Particularly in Their   
 Transitional Phase of Life 

 During this transitional period of life aged 12-18 years, the youth  
 are all eager to find someone to understand them well. “They   
 do not want leaders who strive to resolve their problems. 
 Instead, they are thirsty for love and understanding.” 

 Don Bosco said: “Let children and teenagers have freedom to
 run and jump with such a deafening sound anywhere as they   
 please. And gymnastics,music, drama, the theater, walks are   
 all very helpful means for promoting discipline and are
 efficacious means for promoting morality and good health.
 Pay attention to what the young are doing. Even if the game   
 is being played by a few people, always make it like a lively   
 conversation.”

For Our Reflection

• Give an example of the help offered to children and teenagers 
 under our care particularly in their transitional stage of life. 

• What difficulties or challenges are our students facing in their   
 daily life? 

11. Have We Ever Given Compliments to Our Children and   
  Teenagers?
 
 Don Bosco once put it this way: “If one is esteemed all that he   
 does will be taken in good part” On the contrary, “never joke   
 about things dear to the young such as one’s country, clothing,  
 social condition, name and features.” 

 For children and teenagers, a compliment is paralleled to the   
 sun that makes the vegetation grow. The young must be trained  
 for being with friends by knowing to give compliments. We   
 must avoid giving the blame too seriously, and we must blame  
 our children and teenagers for their faults only in an appropriate  
 time. Why are children thirsty for compliments? There seems to  
 be only a small number of the youth who do not feel or show 
 any excitement when being praised. Normally, when we hear   
 praising words about us, we feel embarrassed and 
 uncomfortable. Yet we are always satisfied with such praises.
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For Our Reflection
 
• How often do we give compliments to the youth under our   
 care? How do we do it?
 
• When do we compliment children and teenagers under our   
 care? 

12. Gentleness Wins the Hearts of People
 
 In providing formation to the young, Don Bosco demands that  
 educators and teachers deliver 3 things: loving kindness, reason  
 and religion. 

 Psychologists agree that for children and teenagers, next to   
 their parents, educators and teachers are those who influence  
 their characters most. 
 Don Bosco once said: “May the charity and gentleness of
 St. Francis de Sales guide me in all I do.” “Gentleness in   
 speaking, acting and counseling will win everything and 
 everyone.” He also added that: “Gentleness can represent our  
 gratitude to those who help us”, which means that kindness and 
 gentleness of the educators and teachers will win the hearts of  
 children and teenagers more easily.

For Our Reflection
 
• Give an example of gentleness that wins the hearts of people in  
 our mission of educating and evangelizing the young.
 
• In what forms can we show our gentleness to children and   
 teenagers under our care? 

13. Kindle a Spark of Faith in the Young
 
 The more the children and teenagers believe in Don Bosco’s   
 teachings, the more they love him. When Don Bosco recalled   
 his happy days and long years of teaching and pastoral 
 formation work for the young, he liked to say that he won the   
 hearts of young people who came for advice by “Cheerfulness,  
 Openness and Piety.” 
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 Faith can be transmitted. Children felt more cheerful when they  
 heard Don Bosco speaking about Heaven or Holy Mother Mary.  
 He often told stimulating and inspiring stories. Don Bosco’s faith  
 was very simple and supported by his sincere practice. 
 Faith is the condition that causes children to want something.   
 If educators say something in true faith, it is certainly followed   
 and acted on quickly.

For Our Reflection 

• Give our views on the Gospel-teaching to the young today.
 
• How do we tell God’s good news to children and teenagers of  
 other religions in our Salesian schools, trades training centers or  
 youth centers? 

14. Keep in Mind the Law of Reflection
 
 We can win the hearts of children and teenagers by showing   
 them that we only sincerely hope to see their good deeds. 
 Don Bosco reminds us that, “It is not enough for us to love the   
 young, but children need to know that they are loved.” Children  
 and teenagers need love. They want to know that their fathers 
 and mothers are concerned about them. Nothing will replace 
 the valuable experience of being loved in the hearts of the 
 youth. Children and teenagers who do not receive love and 
 understanding from their parents or educators cannot sincerely 
 practice their religion, nor can they be good citizens.

 We do not deny that parents, teachers and educators all love 
 the young under their care. The more children and teenagers 
 receive love from their parents, teachers and educators, the 
 more they will show their gratitude to them. Even though in the 
 long run, children and teenagers will carry on living   
 independently by themselves, they will continue to reflect our   
 love we showed them. Educators should enable children and   
 teenagers to open their eyes to look at goodness and beauty   
 around them and help them to see the love of the Heavenly 
 Father for them in every event of life, even in the most painful   
 ones.
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For Our Reflection 

• Give examples of the ways to show our loving kindness to our   
 children and teenagers.
 
• How do you make children and teenagers under your care   
 know that you really care for them and wish them success? 

15. Train Children and Teenagers to Listen
 
 It is essential to teach the young to behave well, to listen to 
 everyone, be they teachers, educators, parents or Salesians   
 without showing any sign of boredom. Do not let the young be 
 like a wall that reflects light and sound without perceiving what  
 they listen. Instead, try to train them to be like a sponge which 
 absorbs whatever is taught and/or heard. Another example:   
 teach children and teenagers to be like a theatre which can 
 get the right sound in every corner, no matter how big such a   
 theatre is.

For Our Reflection

• How often do we train children and teenagers under our care   
 to be quiet and listen to the sound of nature including doing   
 meditation? 
• How do we train our students to listen? 

16. Are the Young Grateful or Not?
 
 Educators, parents and teachers should train the young under   
 their care to show gratitude for any help or good thing they 
 receive and to always say “thank you” for whatever good they  
 receive. These thanking words should be on their lips at all times. 

• Teach children to thank God for wonderful days, beautiful   
 flowers and everything that makes their lives happy. Their 
 gratitude should be spontaneous and they should really mean  
 what they say. 

• Teach children to listen carefully even if what they are hearing   
 is not interesting. They should know to act against their natural   
 tendency to do only what they like to do.
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• Occasionally, teach children and teenagers to write a thank   
 you letter or send an e-mail to their parents. In this case, the 
 parents should encourage their children to write diligently and   
 politely. 

• Teach children and teenagers to thank God in the morning,   
 evening and mealtime. It will be ideal if everyday, all the   
 members of the family join together to listen to a short reading  
 from the Bible. 
 Promoting volunteer work in school is another way to encourage  
 the young to be grateful. Through such activities, they can   
 learn and do good to other people. In the Salesian schools 
 and youth centers, volunteering clubs should be established.   
 Also notice boards on students’ activities, for example, tutoring  
 timetables of various subjects, such as mathematics, science,  
 English, morals, meetings of senior and junior students, 
 timetables for other students’ activities should be set up.

For Our Reflection

• What makes us know that children and teenagers under our   
 care are grateful?
 
• How do we train our children and teenagers to be grateful? 

17. Encourage Children and Teenagers To Be Cheerful

 We all want our children and teenagers to be happy in their   
 families. Cheerfulness will naturally grow in the hearts of all the   
 young when they receive love and warmth from their families.   
 The young will be happier in the celebrations of special 
 occasions such as Christmas, Easter, and family reunions.   
 Stevenson, a world famous novelist said, “without cheerfulness,  
 everything else is missing.” Having a joyful plowing will improve  
 the barren soil.

For Our Reflection 

• What daily extracurricular activities do we provide for our   
 children and teenagers?
 
• Give examples of the integration of the spirit of cheerfulness in  
 the learning activities of our students? 
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18. How Do Educators and Teachers Talk About Children and   
  Teenagers?
 
 One technique that Don Bosco utilized in contacting with   
 children and teenagers from all walks of life was ensuring “the   
 harmony of the interests of both parties with love.” 

• Remember that the young are not lifeless objects. We have to   
 train them as persons.
 
• Do not be passive about the well-being of your children and   
 teenagers. The youth will feel very happy when we give them 
 even the slightest attention.
 
• Let us not forget that the young are under their responsibility of 
 their parents or guardians. But also the educators and teachers 
 who act on behalf of their parents are responsible for their   
 behavior. 

For Our Reflection 

• What do we think and talk about children and teenagers from   
 all walks of life under our care?
 
• Give examples of how we are responsible for the young under  
 our care on behalf of their parents? 

19. Children and Teenagers Are Always Watching Us 

 In any training, how parents or teachers teach their children 
 and teenagers is important. Yet the most important thing is 
 how the parents and teachers live their lives. The parents’ 
 honesty in speaking to their children fosters a family atmosphere 
 which contributes to their development. The family atmosphere 
 also gives the sense of safety and security. We also know that 
 the family surroundings play a part in preparing the children to  
 enter adulthood. Don Bosco said correctly: “Children are always 
 watching us.”
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For Our Reflection
 
• What do we do to show children and teenagers under our care  
 that we teach them by living examples?

 • How do we know that we touch the life of a child or of a   
 youngster? 

20. Encourage the Young To Have Patience and Perseverance
 
 Every time, a child experiences difficulty and overcomes it, his 
 or her wings become stronger. Every time, a child has to 
 decide, or do any activity that requires rational deliberation, he 
 or she is at war with himself/herself, thus growing in courage and 
 also in skill. 

 Joseph Verdi once said, “Genius is a long time practice with 
 perseverance.” This is consistent with what Jane Ellice Hopkins 
 wrote in her book “Work Amongst Working Men”: “I often think, a 
 gift, like genius, only means an infinite capacity for taking pains.”  
 In other words, “Genius is nothing but a greater natural ability for 
 patience.” Those statements have been proven to be true. A   
 secret of success in life which Don Bosco often inculcated in his  
 children and teenagers is to deal with problems and difficulties 
 with patience and diligence.

For Our Reflection
 
• How do we know that children and teenagers under our care   
 have patience and perseverance in life?
 
• How do we train or encourage the young to have patience and  
 perseverance?

 
21. Make Each Holiday of the Youth Filled with Joy
 
 Educators and teachers should encourage their children and   
 teenagers to spend their holidays with full joy and cheerfulness. 

 Don Bosco introduced his children to spend their holiday time 
 for the benefit of others. He told one of his children: “You may 
 not be able to imagine the joy I have when I hear that you 
 have helped people around you all the time during your 
 semestral break.”
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 All scouts and youth leaders should know well about doing 
 good for public benefit. In fact, children and teenagers are 
 asked to perform good volunteering activities everyday. If the 
 young volunteer to do something for public benefits or help 
 other people selflessly without expecting any return, it means 
 they are making every effort to be better. Then, Our Heavenly 
 Father who sees even what is invisible will reward their kindness.

For Our Reflection
 
• What do we suggest children and teenagers under our care to  
 do on their holidays?
 
• Are there volunteering activities that the young under our care   
 do on holidays? 

22. Build a Correct and Responsible Attitude Towards Parents in  
  Children and Teenagers
 
 It is essential that educators and teachers inculcate in children  
 and teenagers the sense of gratitude towards their parents. A   
 child must not forget that his/her parents are everything to him/ 
 her, their powerful and supporting hands protecting him/her. A   
 child may not be able to imagine the unconditional love of his/ 
 her parents. He/she is the center of his/her parents’ thoughts and  
 deeds. All fathers and mothers unanimously say: “Everything we  
 do, we do it for our children.” 

 Children and teenagers need to be taught and trained to   
 accept responsibilities as sons and daughters towards their 
 parents, especially when they are old, in times of difficulty,   
 poverty and sickness.

For Our Reflection 

• What do our children and teenagers do to help their parents?
 
• What do our children and teenagers know about their duty   
 towards their parents? 
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23. Establish Youth Movements in Churches, Youth Centers or   
  Schools 

 For Don Bosco, forming and educating children is a good   
 preparation for them to live with others in society. From his   
 perspective, in order to live well in society, the young must first   
 be well-rooted in religious principles, then, they will also be good  
 citizens of this temporary world. He molded many of his students  
 into saints and leaders who were as flowers of morality among  
 their neighbors and the people surrounding them.

 Under Don Bosco’s guidance and teaching, nowadays, there   
 are countless numbers of children and teenagers dedicating   
 themselves to promote Christianity and the word of God in their  
 neighborhood as well as in society.
 
 These are the established activities for the youth today: music,   
 arts, acting, athletics, choirs, scouting, knights of the altar, 
 volunteers, environmentalists, Savio’s friends, Don Bosco’s friends,  
 student council, etc…

For Our Reflection
 
• Give examples of youth movements which already exist in our   
 churches, youth centers and schools.
 
• What other forms of youth movements can we set up in our   
 churches, youth centers and schools? 

24. Helping the Young through Education 

 In addition to offering the young standard education and 
 helping them with learning to know, learning to do, learning to 
 live together and learning to be as promoted by UNESCO, 
 Catholic schools have a duty to focus on providing the youth 
 with pastoral formation. That is to say, Catholic schools need to 
 present to Catholic children and teenagers the Lord Jesus 
 Christ, human and divine, offering Him as a role-model to 
 them. This is because in the Lord Jesus Christ, all true values of 
 the human race are perfectly and harmoniously revealed. 
 Therefore, all Catholic schools should aim to foster the   
 development of virtuous activities for the young that lead to 
 being good Christians and living witnesses of the Lord
 Jesus Christ. At the same time, the children and teenagers will   
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 also help build the Kingdom of God. Also non-Catholic students  
 in our schools and youth centers should be formed according
 to our Catholic values which are valid for all men of all races.

 Don Bosco spent a lot of time writing letters asking for 
 educational partnerships, help and support for his children and 
 teenagers of all walks of life from their parents, his past pupils 
 and other people. 

 In participative education, all parties concerned regularly talk 
 together in order to provide quality education. Students 
 should have the opportunity to talk to the Salesian educators 
 and teachers collectively and personally. Teachers can talk to 
 their Salesian superior during personal, departmental and 
 school’s monthly meetings. Salesians, parents and teachers also 
 should have the opportunity to meet and talk together. The   
 same also for the Salesians and teachers with their alumni.
 In so doing, voices of diversity can be heard and problems can 
 be solved. The 21st century skills should also be taught to   
 students.

The have to learn the 3Rs. 

• ‘reading (Reading) 
• ‘riting (Writing) 
• ‘rithmetic (Arithmetic)) 

And the 7 Cs

• Critical Thinking (Be a Critical Thinker) 
• Creativity (Be Creative) 
• Collaboration (Be Collaborative) 
• Cross-Cultural (Be Culturally Tolerant) 
• Communication (Be Communicative) 
• Computing (Computer Literate) 
• Careers (Be Career-Savvy)

 We all here have the duty to ensure that the education, training  
 and evangelization provided will help increase the potentials of 
 all our children and teenagers from all walks of life based on the 
 principles of the Preventive System that enable physical, mental,  
 intellectual, emotional, ethical and moral development in   
 them. 
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 Equally important, we need to ensure that the education,   
 training and evangelization given will enable our children and   
 teenagers to have moral values, a sense of virtue, ethics in work,
  and perseverance in the way of life as these qualities will give   
 them the guarantee of positive adaptation to changes.

For Our Reflection 

• What do we do every day to educate children and teenagers  
 from all walks of life under our care to be moral, learned and   
 capable persons?
 
• What are the important skills our children and teenagers needs  
 to know in today’s world? 

Summary

 From my personal experience as a school principal and   
 manager, I would like to conclude saying that children and   
 teenagers are unique individuals. Each and every one has his or 
 her own characteristics, idiosyncrasies, abilities and potentials.   
 However, based on God’s love and Don Bosco’s spirit, in the   
 environment of reason, Christian living and loving kindness 
 together with the atmosphere of care, trust, and mutual respect, 
 the young will be willing to open themselves up to learning and 
 experimenting creatively valuable virtuous things, express   
 themselves, illustrate their gifts, talents and excellence.

 They will voluntarily develop themselves physically, intellectually,  
 spiritually and socially, as complete persons. As is well-known,   
 today’s children and teenagers from all walks of life will become  
 our future priests, religious people, doctors, nurses, scientists,   
 inventors, architects, engineers, government officials, business   
 people, lawyers, teachers, farmers, musicians, sportsmen and so  
 on, and so forth. They will contribute their valuable work 
 outcome to human enterprise in order to help make this world a  
 better place to live in.

 THANK YOU!
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Questions for Group Discussions 

1. The Moral Values We Can Learn from Don Bosco. 

2. Does the Preventive System have its full impact in our schools,   
 trades training centers and youth centers today? 
3. The strengths and weaknesses of our youth today.

4. How do we encourage and train our children and teenagers   
 to be grateful and love their schools or institutions? What factors  
 influence their behavior in this respect?

5. What can we do to promote volunteering spirit, public-  
 mindedness and international mindedness among our children  
 and teenagers? 

6. What challenges of children and teenagers do we need to   
 keep in mind and do our best to solve them?
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THE SALESIAN BROTHER: HISTORY, PEDAGOGY AND SPIRITUALITY
Moving Towards the Bicentenary of Don Bosco’s Birth

East Asia – Oceania Salesian Brothers’ Congress
19-23 August, 2013| Hua Hin, Thailand

By Bro. Raymond Callo, SDB, FIN

Don Bosco proposed Work and Temperance as a means for us to 
be faithful to our mission on behalf of youth. Our upcoming General 
Chapter 27 invites us to reflect on how we are to be faithful to Don 
Bosco’s apostolic project by reflecting on Work and Temperance 
Today. There are three approaches: Mystics of the Spirit: a gift 
from God and a personal plan of life;  having a strong spiritual 
experience, taking up the way of life and action of Jesus obedient, 
poor and chaste and becoming seekers of God; prophets of 
Togetherness/Communion: building up fraternity in our communities 
of life and action; Servant of the Young: generously dedicating 
ourselves to the mission, walking side by side with the young so as to 
give hope to the world (Chavez 2012).

In this presentation, we shall look into the first approach only which 
is being Mystics of the Spirit. Hopefully, we will be able to make our 
spiritual plan of life that will lead to us being visible, credible and 
fruitful Salesian Brothers.

In article 12 of our Constitutions (Constitutions of the Society of St. 
Francis de Sales 1984), the article presents to us the topic of Union 
with God.

Union with God

As he works for the salvation of the young, the Salesian experiences 
the fatherhood of God and continually reminds himself of the divine 
dimension of his work:  “Apart from me you can do nothing”.1
 
He cultivates union with God, aware of the need to pray without 
ceasing in a simple heart-to-heart colloquy with the living Christ 
and with the Father, whom he feels close at hand. Attentive to 
the presence of the Spirit and doing everything for God’s love he 
becomes like Don Bosco a contemplative in action. 1. Jn 15,5.
 
“The Rule invites us to “experience” God, i.e. not only to live an 
interior and spiritual life but to have a conscious awareness that we 
are in relationship with God in our daily life.” We have Don Bosco 
as our example (The Project of Life of the Salesians of Don Bosco: A 
Guide to the Salesian Constitutions 1986).



40

He cultivates union with God

Who is God for me? What is He like? There is a need to form a 
correct image of God. We become like the God we adore. We 
become like the God we contemplate.

What is the God image of a Salesian? The late Fr Egidio Vigano 
in the article “The Christ whom we follow and contemplate” 
(Indications for a Process of Growth in Salesian Spirituality: Some key 
points in the teaching of Fr. Egidio Vigano, SDB 1995) presents to us 
three key ideas of who is Christ for a Salesian: 

a. Christ, the Good Shepherd: It has a pedagogical and pastoral  
 slant: it leads us to look up to him as the ‘Good Shepherd’ who  
 created man and loves him as he is, who redeemed him and  
 pardons his sins, ans who makes hi a new creature through his 
 Spirit.

b. Christ, the friend of the young: To love the young as Christ loved 
 them, the heart of the Salesian overflows with Christ. He looks   
 up to Christ, the friend of the little ones and of the poor, and 
 because of this, his dedication to the young and the working   
 classes becomes more intense, more persevering, more 
 genuine, more fruitful...

The Gospel reveals the various ways by which Jesus shows his 
special predilection for the young:

•  He loves them: Mk 10, 21. Jesus looked at him and loved him...

•  He wants them near him: Lk 18, 15-17. Let the little children 
 come to me. Lk 9, 46-48. Whoever receives this child in my 
 name receives me...

• He heals them: Jn 4, 46-54. Go, your son will live.

•  He graciously pardons them: Lk 15, 11-32. The parable of the 
 prodigal son.

• He wants them to be his partner in the mission. Jn 15, 11-32. 
 The boy with five loaves and two fishes.
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c.  Christ, the New Man: is the end goal to which our educational   
 work tends; every young person is called to grow in him and 
 after his image...Christ is the summit of the whole work of   
 creation. In him, says the Council, the mystery of man truly  
 becomes clear...He is the image of the invisible God; he is the 
 Perfect Man...who in a certain way has united himself with each 
 and every man...he is the firstborn of many brothers.

d. Christ, the heart of the world and the mystery at work in 
 creation: In Gadium et Spes 45 (1965), it says, Jesus Christ is the 
 goal of human history, the focal point of the desires of history 
 and of civilization, the centre of mankind, the joy of all hearts 
 and the fulfilment of all their aspirations... Hence for us to 
 evangelize means in the first place to proclaim the joyful and 
 welcome news of Christ’s Easter victory. Christ continues to 
 create creation. We continue to be his co-creators.

Who am I for God? There is also a need to form a correct 
image of myself.

Our present Rector Major invites us to reflect upon what does it 
mean to be a Salesian today?  What is the correct image of a 
Salesian? He says we have to be a mystic: witness to God’s absolute 
primacy (John Paul II 2003); a prophet: witness of that evangelical 
fraternity (John Paul II 2003); a servant: creativity in the care of those 
most in need (John Paul II 2003); all embracing, because it places 
us in the presence of a God full of zeal who admits of no rivals 
and with a all-consuming presence; unifying, because it gathers 
together all aspects of life around the one thing that is important 
and necessary, the Absolute; and dynamic, because it gives us “a 
new heart and a new spirit”; what one has to do, the law that has 
to be fulfilled, is not outside ourselves but within us; the Holy Spirit 
becomes in us the driving force in life (Chavez 2012).

Being Real Before God

Relationship with God-or, indeed, with anyone-grows only when we 
can be “real” before him.  Being as “real” as one can before God 
is an essential requirement for prayer.  It doesn’t matter what one’s 
response to God is, as long as it is real.  Even the fears, the anger, 
the disappointments that people always find embarrassing to admit, 
are real; responding to God honestly keeps the relationship alive, 
and opens one to God’s further revelation.
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On the other hand, we notice time and time again how prayer – 
and relationship – collapse when people try to behave differently 
from how they really feel.  For example, a religious sister told of how 
boring and painful she found prayer, until she finally admitted to 
God that she was angry with Him for the death of her closest friend 
years before. 

Yet God loves real people, as they are, warts, carbuncles and all.  
Relationship thrives on reality and openness.  Some of the best 
advice about prayer I’ve ever heard is to “Pray as you are, not as 
you’re not; and to “Pray as you can, not as you can’t!”

What happens as people become more and more real before 
God?  In the first place, God himself becomes more real to them; 
more tangible, though also more awesome, more loving, and 
certainly, more challenging.  They discover a God whose desire 
for them far outweighs all of their desire for him.  So much so that 
this God knows them and loves them as they are, with all their dark 
places, all their unworthiness.  The living Lord Jesus looks on them 
with the same love that He showed the sinful woman sitting at His 
feet, the rich young man, and Peter after his betrayal.  When we 
have experienced this great love that God has for us, our prayer 
relationship with God goes ahead in leaps and bounds.  I have 
heard people ask “why pray?”  the answer isn’t exactly “why not?” 
but, if I really want God, then “how could I not?”  There are many 
ways of praying:  what all the different ways have in common is that 
they are all ways of responding to God.  Sometimes, too, people 
say “why do I need to tell God what I’m thinking or feelings? – God 
knows surely.”  Yes, God knows-but maybe our telling God is not for 
God’s sake!  Why do lovers keep telling each other of their love?  In 
any relationship we are serious about, time needs to be taken to be 
together, to share life’s experience, to wait, to listen, to ask, to say 
thank you… “how could we not?”  We need to (Gallagher 1990).

Only then can there be a healthy relationship between God and 
me.

“The Rule invites us to “experience” God, i.e. not only to live an 
interior and spiritual life but to have a conscious awareness that we 
are in relationship with God in our daily life.” We have Don Bosco as 
our example. (The Project of Life of the Salesians of Don Bosco: A 
Guide to the Salesian Constitutions 1986)

We are called to be Seekers of God. Our Rector Major quotes Pope 
Benedict XVI (Assembly of the USG (Union of Superiors General) and 
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of the UISG (International Union of Women Superiors General, in the 
Clementine Hall in the Vatican, on 26 November 2010) “You are 
seekers of God by vocation. You devote the best energies of your 
lives to this research. You move from what is secondary to what is 
really essential to what is really important: seeking God, keeping 
your gaze fixed on him.” (Chavez 2012)

And furthermore, Pope Benedict XVI (cf. Address at the Collège des 
Bernardins, Paris, 12 September 2008). “Seek God in the confreres 
or sisters he has given you, with whom you share the same life and 
mission. Seek him in the men and women of our time, to whom you 
are sent to offer the gift of the Gospel with your life and your words. 
Seek him particularly in the poor, the first to whom the Good News 
is addressed (cf. Lk 4:18). Seek him in the Church, where the Lord 
makes himself present, especially in the Eucharist and in the other 
sacraments, and in his word, which is the main road for seeking 
God. It introduces us into conversation with him and reveals to us his 
true Face. May you always be enthusiastic seekers and witnesses of 
God!.” (Chavez 2012)

St. Augustine: “God, you have made us for yourself, and our hearts  
are restless till they fine rest in you.” 

St. Thomas Aquinas: “God alone satisfies.” 

St. Teresa of Avila: “God alone suffices.” 

Aware of the need to pray without ceasing

• Prayer is the place of encounter and of transformation

• Imagination, Heart, Action

• Simple and continuous

• Based on the Word of God and the Sacraments especially the  
 Eucharist and Reconciliation

• Constitutional text 1864, Don Bosco had already said that the   
 Salesian is prevented from making mental prayer by some 
 urgent call of the sacred ministry “will make up for the   
 deficiency by more frequent quick or little prayers, and by 
 directing to God with fervour and devotion those particular   
 labours which are thus hindering him from the ordinary exercises  
 of piety (Lemoyne, Amadei and Ceria n.d.).”
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In a simple heart to heart colloquy

• “God sees you!” This was how Mama Margaret raised John. She  
 taught John how to be in union with God by constantly being   
 aware that he is in God’s presence. That prayer is not an activity  
 that one does. Prayer is not a place where one goes. Prayer is   
 also not a schedule which one sets. Rather, prayer is elationship. 
 It is all living.

• First draft of the Constitutions of 1858 until 1972:
 “The active life towards which the Society more especially tends,  
 renders its members unable to perform many exercises of piety  
 in common. They shall therefore supply for these by giving one  
 another good example, and by fulfilling perfectly the general   
 duties of a good Christian (Lemoyne, Amadei and Ceria n.d.).” 

With the Living Christ and with the Father, whom he feel close 
at hand

• Father: Trust in Divine Providence: The special predilection of 
 God.

• Jesus the Good Shepherd: Realized in the Incarnate Word

• Pastoral Charity: Lived by Don Bosco.

• Loving Kindness: Expressed in gentleness and kindliness

• Assistance: Made visible

Attentive to the presence of the Spirit

When we are aware of God’s presence in us and we are present to 
Him, how he relates with each one of us and how we relate to him, 
how he works in our lives. Only then shall we be able to develop an:

• Interior attitude (Interiority - Attentiveness)

• Discerning attitude (Finding God’s will in everything; Seeking the 
 more loving thing)

• Contemplative attitude (We become Christ in the World and for 
 the World)
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And doing everything for God’s love

• What is the more loving thing to do? Charity! Charity is the soul 
 of every apostolate and the apostolate becomes the soul of 
 the Salesian’s prayer.

He becomes like Don Bosco

• Example of Don Bosco of what it means to be a contemplative 
 in action.

A Contemplative in Action

• Lived experience
• Living out the Da Mihi Animas, Cetera Tolle.

Give me Souls – Mysticism – Work

We understand that the one-sided emphasis on work, as confirmed 
by the isolated quotations from Don Bosco, could be used to justify 
the not infrequent behaviour of confreres excessively concentrated 
on their “own” work or who make work, even apostolic, the 
only factor in their consecrated life. This is not Don Bosco’s way 
of thinking. He associated work with “union with God” and an 
uninterrupted tradition from the first generations of Salesians coined 
the expression “sanctified work.” (Vecchi 2001) Work is the “apostolic 
mission.” If one loses sight of who is the One who sends and supports 
with the strength of his Spirit, and what is the purpose of the mission, 
one runs the risk of turning work into an “idol”. Not any kind of work 
therefore is apostolic work. (Chavez 2012)

Take away the rest – Asceticism – Temperance

Temperance gives him the strength to con¬trol his heart, to master 
himself and remain even-tempered. He does not look for unusual 
penances but accepts the daily demands and renunciations of the 
apostolic life.  He is ready to suffer cold and heat, hunger and thirst, 
weariness and disdain whenever God’s glory and the salvation of 
souls require it: » (Constitutions of the Society of St. Francis de Sales 
1984) (Chavez 2012)).

A Christian asceticism therefore which takes into account the 
harmonious integration of soul and body; which makes people 
open to oblative love; The value of asceticism is not measured by 
the suffering caused by giving things up or by the amount of effort 
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made but rather by the progress made in exercising charity or by 
its gospel-style effectiveness. Like the ascetics of all times, Don 
Bosco underlined the essential connection between mortification 
of the body and prayer: “He who does not mortify his body cannot 
pray!” Temperance is indispensible for holiness, precisely because it 
produces that freedom of spirit that makes us ready to love even to 
the extreme (Chavez 2012).

Da Mihi Animas, Cetera Tolle is our – Mysticism and Asceticism 
– It is our Salesian Spirituality

Ecstasy in Action (Indications for a Process of Growth in Salesian 
Spirituality: Some key points in the teaching of Fr. Egidio Vigano, SDB 
1995)

a. Prayer is necessary for union with God. Hence, we have to create  
 certain spaces in our lives for prayer. The invitation for us is to   
 live our Salesian life in a contemplative way and not a 
 compulsive way. When we live contemplative lives, we have   
 enough space in-between prayer and action for reflection,   
 creativity, freedom, and love. On the other hand, when we live   
 compulsive lives, the space between prayer and action 
 becomes very narrow and limited. We become reactive and   
 work driven. There is no space for God to enter our lives and our  
 work.

b. Action is not simply any activity. In one’s work, one is aware of   
 being in Christ like a branch in the vine, and therefore applies the 
 criteria of Christ in all that he does. There is a sense of sharing in   
 God’s mysterious activity. 

c. Between prayer and action there is a mutual compenetration.   
 And what unites the two is intense love.

d. Our typical moment of contemplation, then, is the moment when  
 we act in collaboration with him, i.e. in our very work among the  
 young.
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Jesus' Story
Don Bosco
Life Story

My Story

Prayer
Our Story

Contemplation

Point for Reflection: How do we develop these attitudes in 
ourselves so we can develop them in others?

a. an interior attitude – attentiveness, reflection, interiority

b. discerning attitude – finding God and His will

c. contemplative attitude – live in the presence of God, see   
 everything the way God sees things

Saint John Bosco, Father and Teacher of youth, docile to the gifts 
of the Spirit and open to the reality of your times you were for the  
young, especially the little ones and the poor, a sign of the love and 
the special care of God.

Be our guide as we walk the path of friendship with the Lord 
Jesus, so that we may discover in Him and in his Gospel the 
meaning of our lives and the source of true happiness.

Help us to respond with generosity to the vocation we have 
received from God, so that in daily life we may be builders of 
communion, and may collaborate with enthusiasm, and in 
communion with the whole Church, in creating a civilisation of love.

Obtain for us the grace of perseverance in living a high standard 
of Christian life, according to the spirit of the beatitudes; and grant 
that, guided by Mary Help of Christians, we may one day be with 
you in the great family of heaven. Amen
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Revisions to the “Ratio” 
   regarding the formation of Salesian Brothers

The present Ratio (formation of the SDBs) was published in the year 
2000. After 10 years, the General Council decided not to produce 
a new Ratio, but to re-write those parts that were outdated or 
insufficient. So, in 2009: a rewrite of chapter 6 on the prenovitate;
In January 2012: a rewrite of the formation of Salesian Brothers, 
approved by the Rector Major and his Council.

Why was it necessary to revise the formation of Salesian 
Brothers? 

1. The existing formation programme of Salesian Brothers was   
 limited, uncertain and easily subject to improvisation. 
 Needed: a clear and comprehensive programme of formation.
 
2. Very little attention paid to vocational discernment during the   
 formation process; Limited experience given to Brothers of the lay  
 dimension of their vocation; No clear criteria to distinguish the   
 vocation of a Brother from that of a priest. Cases of Brothers   
 switching over to the priesthood.

3. Academic studies were not seen as important for Salesian   
 Brothers. Philosophical and pedagogical, theological and 
 pastoral studies: “tolerated”.
 
4. Not much importance was paid to the professional formation of 
 Salesian Brothers. It was not even part of their formation process. 

The GC26 introduced a new outlook: a single Salesian consecrated 
vocation in two forms. Need felt to give Salesian Brothers a “quality 
formation” to enable them to live their true identity and meet the 
apostolic needs of the present day. 
  

Prenovitiate
The GC26 changed the way of looking at and presenting the 
vocation of the Salesian Brother in the prenovitiate. Our Salesian 
identity is not a matter of what we do but of who we are. 

We Salesians are first and foremost consecrated persons who, 
inspired by God, have chosen, after the example of Don Bosco, to 
follow Jesus by giving ourselves completely to God in the service of 
the young - which service we carry out in either a priestly or in a lay 
manner. 



50

To help the Provinces present the Salesian vocation the proper 
way, the Formation Department, in 2009, circulated some 80 
pages of ready-made material in the form of 15 sessions for use in 
aspirantates and prenovitiates. 

In 2012, the Rector Major and his Council promulgated a curriculum 
of intellectual formation for initial formation. Prenovitiates were 
called upon to foster:

 a knowledge of and love for Don Bosco, 

 an awareness and appreciation of the Salesian Congregation in  
 the world, 

 an understanding of the Salesian consecrated life and its two   
 forms, ministerial and lay, 

 a reading of biographies of outstanding examples of both forms  
 of Salesian consecrated life.

Also, the Congregation asked that on the team of formation guides 
of the prenovitiate “there be at least a Salesian Brother in order to 
enable the prenovices to have a direct knowledge of the two forms 
of the Salesian vocation”.

The new guidelines have made it clear that:
  
in all the years up to the prenovitiate, all the candidates and 
prenovices are to be given a good knowledge and experience of 
the one Salesian vocation in its two forms, but are not yet required 
to choose between Salesian priesthood and brotherhood. That 
decision is to be made later.
  
These changes regarding the prenovitiate indirectly affect:
  
the aspirantate: the practice of separate aspirantates for 
candidates to the Salesian priesthood and candidates to the 
Salesian brotherhood seems no longer valid today; vocation 
promotion: a correct presentation of the Salesian vocation requires 
the Salesian priesthood and the Salesian brotherhood to be 
presented as two ways of living out the same Salesian vocation. 
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Novitiate

The new guidelines require every novice to discern his own vocation 
as a future Salesian Priest or as a future Salesian Brother before 
he applies for first profession; in fact, he must state his vocational 
decision in his application for first profession. 

With help of the novice director, the novice has to discern whether, 
in the educative pastoral work with the young, he has a greater 
inclination towards being “a witness to God’s Kingdom in the 
world, close as he is to the young and to the realities of working 
life” (C 45), or towards or towards being “a sign of Christ the Good 
Shepherd, especially by preaching the Gospel and administering 
the sacraments”.(C 45). In this process of discernment the Provincial 
is also involved.
 
To encourage a proper discernment and to highlight the Salesian 
consecrated vocation, if there is a custom of giving the Salesian 

clerics the cassock during the novitiate, this is deferred to the time 
of conclusion of the novitiate. 

Postnovitiate

The postnovitiate formation programme comprises a number of 
subjects like philosophy, pedagogy, Sacred Scripture, Christian faith, 
Salesian studies, psychology, sociology and communication. 
Philosophy, the major subject, enables one to use his reason to 
arrive at a deeper understanding of the person, his freedom and his 
relationship with the world and with God. 

The study of philosophy is important for anyone who wants to 
understand, for example, the postmodern thinking of the young, the 
relativism prevalent in many parts of the world, the flaws of Marxism, 
the issue of creationism versus evolution, and a host of many other 
current issues. 

That is why it is part and parcel of the formation of the Salesian 
Brother, who is called to be an educator of the young.

According to the new guidelines, “the length of philosophical and 
pedagogical studies for the Salesian Brother during the postnovitiate 
ought to be at least two years, but not more than three.

During the final year of the postnovitiate, each Brother, assisted by 
his Rector and the Provincial, carries out a discernment regarding 
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the professional area (academic school, professional training, social 
communication, social work, different aspects of administration and 
management, etc.) in which he feels called to develop his gifts and 
abilities in response to the needs of the Province.

Technical, scientific or professional training
 
Immediately after the postnovitiate, the Brother is given an 
opportunity to engage in “technical, scientific or professional 
studies” to qualify himself in the profession he has chosen.

Why this step of formation? 

1) It is necessary for the Brother to have a serious and direct   
 contact with the professional field, i.e. with the lay aspect of his  
 vocation before his perpetual profession; 

2) It seems obvious that, if the Brother is to have some standing 
 as an educator among the young during his practical training, 
 he needs to have some training and qualification in the 
 professional field. 

On this point, there is a lot of agreement in principle, but plenty of 
divergence in practice. Because situations vary considerably from 
one Province to another.

Each Province has to take its circumstances into account and 
devise the best possible plan to ensure the professional training of its 
Brothers, if possible before practical training.   

Practical training

The new guidelines suggest that Brothers should preferably be 
placed in situations in which they can exercise the professional 
qualifications they have acquired.        

Specific formation

Specific formation is not something optional for Salesian Brothers; it is 
a part of their regular pattern  of formation.
   
C 116. “After practical training the Salesian goes on to complete his 
initial formation… The specific formation of the lay Salesian offers 
him the opportunity to deepen his knowledge of the spiritual 
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heritage of the Congregation. He receives an adequate theological 
preparation appropriate to his consecrated lay status, and 
completes his formation with a view to his subsequent apostolic 
work of education.”
 
Today there are 6 regional or inter-regional centres approved by 
the Rector Major and his Council for the two-year programme of 
specific formation for Salesian Brothers:

Manila in the Philippines for the Region of East Asia – Oceania; 

Shillong in India for Region of South Asia; 

Yaoundé in Cameroon for the French-speaking Salesians of Africa, 

Sunyani in Ghana for the English-speaking Salesians of Africa; 

Guatemala for the two Regions of the Americas; 

Turin for the three Regions of Europe. 

In addition, Turin is also a centre open to Salesian Brothers from all 
the Regions of the world.

The specific formation of Brothers is the response to a particular 
need. Brothers need to nourish their daily life on the Word of God; 
Sacred Scripture. Many moral questions (abortion, euthanasia, 
contraception, gay marriage and population control…) call for an 
answer: Moral Theology. 

Issues facing mankind like human rights, peace and justice, the 
morality of war, human trafficking, third world development and 
globalization find guidelines in: The Social Teaching of the Catholic 
Church.  

Brothers must learn the theology of consecrated life;
They must know about growth in their spiritual life: spiritual theology; 
They need a greater understanding of Salesian spirituality;
At the same time, they must be better prepared for Salesian youth 
ministry, for communicating the faith to others: catechetics, 
and for a fruitful involvement in the field of social communication. 
Since they will take up posts of responsibility, they need to learn the 
basics of management. 
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Fr. Cereda has laid down two important requirements for this course:

1) a separate community for the Salesian Brothers with their own 
 Rector and formation staff drawn from the various Provinces;
2) with the exception of Salesian studies, separate classes for the  
 Brothers, as far as possible.
 
 The course remains open to other religious who may wish to join  
 the Brothers.

Preparation for Perpetual profession

The preparation for perpetual profession comprises “the process 
of discernment and verification prior to making a definitive option, 
including the application, admission and immediate preparation for 
the act of profession”.  

The programme for the course, therefore, may last a year or several 
months, and may be carried out during practical training or specific 
formation.

As far as possible it is done by the Salesian Brothers and the clerics 
together.

During the course the participants meditate once again on the 
Constitutions and on the fundamental themes of consecrated life;  
they have a competent and experienced spiritual guide offered 
them to follow each individual and the group. 

Above all, the Salesian clerics and Salesian Brothers pay careful 
attention to a discernment concerning the two forms, ministerial 
and lay, of the Salesian vocation in view of the definitive choice.
Concretely speaking, this means that the Salesian clerics and 
Brothers verify their vocation in the light of their lived experience, 
mature a new personal synthesis as they reformulate their personal 
plan of life, and conclude their discernment with the decision to 
permanently embrace Don Bosco’s apostolic project as a Salesian 
Priest or a Salesian Brother at the service of the young, following the 
path of holiness traced out by the Salesian Constitutions.     

In Provinces in which specific formation precedes perpetual 
profession, “this same careful discernment should be undertaken 
before the start of specific formation”.   
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“Quinquennium”

The first years of full involvement in pastoral work pose new 
challenges and problems: after a directed and supervised life, 
full personal responsibility for one’s apostolic work; hence, a 
rearrangement of one’s life, an adjustment to a new pace of life 
and work, a new synthesis in one’s life some needs begin to be felt 
more strongly: self-affirmation, the quest for fruitfulness, personal 
initiative and creativity. 
  
Tension because of the discrepancy between what one learned 
and what one actually finds in daily life. A feeling of inadequacy 
arises regarding one’s new roles and responsibilities.
 
Accordingly, each Province chooses the ways in which it intends 
to accompany and help its young Priests and Brothers in their first 
five years of insertion in the educative and the pastoral work of the 
Province after their specific formation. 

In the particular initiatives and programmes, both Priests and 
Brothers take part together. 

Specialization

Specialization is different from specific formation. After specific 
formation, every Salesian Brother, as a rule and according to need, 
“should have the possibility of completing some specialization in the 
specific field of his profession. Fr. Cereda recommends that, in the 
case of Brothers, the studies for a Licentiate commence between 
2 to 5 years after Perpetual Profession; if they be chosen to do 
research or work in centres of study, their doctoral studies should be 
undertaken some 3 – 5 years after completing the licentiate. 

The guidelines for professional qualifications at higher levels should 
follow similar lines. 

*

This is an overall picture of the formation of the Salesian Brother 
today. Each Province has to consider its own situation and spell 
out in the Formation section of its Provincial Directory the formation 
itinerary for its Salesian Brothers. 
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What fruits are expected from this revision of the Salesian 
Brother’s formation? 

1) a greater awareness and clearer idea of the identity of Salesian  
 Brothers;

2) a greater commitment to promoting the Salesian Brother’s   
 vocation, within the framework suggested by the GC26, viz. a   
 single vocation in two forms.

3) a new kind of insertion of Salesian Brothers in our educative and 
 pastoral communities, viz. Brothers offering their own specific   
 contribution and becoming very visible in educative and 
 pastoral activities.    
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Appendices
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Report on the Top 5 Action Plan of Each Province/Delegation 
from EAO Seminar on Salesian Brother Vocation Promotion and 
Care, Cambodia, Aug 21-25,2006

AUL
1. To organize a meeting of all brothers in the Province in
 November to share the fruits of this meeting.

2. To make the above meeting a spring board for a series of 
 meetings in the Province to re-awaken our understanding of the  
 nature of consecrated life.

3. Prepare a collection of biographies of brothers in our Province 
 (deceased and/or still living). For autobiographies, ask the 
 contributors to include the story of their spiritual journey and   
 growth, and not just a list of their appointments – something like 
 St. Therese’s “Story of a Soul”.

4. To recommend to the Provincial that a brother always be an   
 integral part of the Formation Commission.

CIN
1. Confucius says that all reform begins with the reform of
 language. We propose that the Chinese terminology used to 
 refer to the different forms of the Salesian vocation be 
 standardized: Salesian Sau Si (Xiu Shi) for Salesian Brother, 
 Salesian San Fu or Si Dok (Shen Fu or Si Duo) for Salesian Priest, 
 Salesian Sau Sang (Xiu Sheng) for Salesian Cleric. We should 
 also suggest to the diocesan seminary to refrain from calling its 
 seminarians Sau Si (Xiu Shi) and to call them, instead, Sau Sang 
 (Xiu Sheng). Let us invite the advice of experts in Chinese 
 language and literature.

2. The Annual Retreat is a precious occasion of formation that 
 touches most confreres. The Annual Retreats for 2006-2007, 
 dedicated to the theme “Da mihi animas, cetera tolle”, will 
 include half a day or a day of reflection on the meaning of 
 Salesian consecrated life, both lay and clerical.

3. In vocation promotion, priority will be given to the Salesian 
 vocation as such.
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4. Through the 2006-2007 Annual Retreats, we will try to instill in 
 each confrere the concern: “Before my death, I have to find at 
 least one successor in Salesian life”.

5. Each community gives due importance to the daily prayer for 
 vocations.

FIN
Top five action plan of our province which can be an inspiration for 
the other provinces in the EAO region:

1. Echoing the seminar: the EAO Salesian brothers’ seminar in 
 Cambodia will be echoed to the rectors during the rectors’ 
 assembly.

2. Salesian family:  giving sufficient information about the Salesian 
 brother vocation to the other members of the Salesian family.

3. Professional training: to implement the idea of professional 
 training for the Salesian brothers after the postnovitiate formation 
 on a case to case basis

4. Ongoing formation:  to implement the plan that the commission 
 on formation has made for the ongoing formation of Salesian 
 brothers who have been perpetually professed for ten years 
 and for the Salesian priests who have been ordained priests for 
 ten years. 

5. Formation guide:  in the postnovitiate to assign a Salesian 
 brother as formation guide. 

FIS
1. Vocation Promotion Plan by Community

2. Care and Promotion of the Salesian Brother Seminar – PADS

3. Provincial Celebration of SB’s Anniversary of Profession

4. Zatti Camp (Vocation Camp)

5. Vocation materials: print and multi-media
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6. Volunteer Movement: a Program for youth leaders, college 
 students and young professionals render service in a sdb   
 community or projects

7. vocation promotion as the thrust of the CYM (all sub   
 commissions) for the coming two years

8. financial support for vocation promotion and aspirancy 
 formation level

9. preparation of salesian brother formators and vocation guides

GIA
1. Find the way (time and venue) for a sharing of the experiences 
 of LB vocation promotion in the various provinces of the region.

2. Lay special stress on human formation in youth ministery. 

3. To present clearly the figure of the Salesian Lay Brother in the HP  
 of the province and of the Houses. 

4. Translate books and articles that present the figure of the   
 Salesian Lay Brother.

5. Present the figure of the Salesian Lay Brother in our parishes.

ITM
1. Systematize the provincial formation program (contents of 
 various stage), that all members can access to.

2. Weekly prayer for SB vocation, commemoration of Bl.Artemide 
 Zatti every 15th of every month.

3. Regular meetings of the Quinquennium (priest and Brothers) in 
 practical training

4. Celebrate the anniversaries of our Brothers (60th anniversary of 
 Br. Ribeiro)

5. Encourage the participation of the SB in the formation of 
 Aspirants (Venilale and Fatumaca) and in the prenovitiate
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KOR
1. Establish the EAO Salesian Brothers formation team

2. Establish the Provincial Salesian Brothers formation team

3. Provincial with his Council and Formation Commission looks   
 regularly to the animation and evaluation of the SB vocational   
 promotion

THA
1. To translate the Salesian magisterium regarding the Salesian 
 Brother’s documents into own languages.

2. To produce a special video-presentation and to have a brother 
 team visit for the Salesian Brother Vocational Promotion.

3. To encourage and support the Salesian Brother to animate in 
 different Salesian pastoral settings.

4. To have a formulate prayer for the Salesian Brother Vocation in 
 our Salesian House.

5. To promote the Salesian Brother Awareness particularly in the 
 occasion of final professional vow, 25th and 50th anniversary of 
 the Salesian Brother Profession.

VIE
1. A meeting will be held for all SB’s and the whole province to 
 echo this seminar

2. A change of addressing the SB as SU HUYNH is proposed for the 
 SDB and all the others.

3. Publications of SB documents (as many as possible and as   
 quick as possible) must be done. 

4. Posters and Fliers on SB should be printed and propagated.

5. Rector of local community should accompany for SB in the   
 community, in particular those in formation.
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8th EAO Salesian Brothers Congress Program

August 18, 2013 - Arrival

12:00nn Expected Arrival

7:00pm  Welcome Dinner at Hua Hin

August 19, 2013 – First Day: 
Forming Relationships and Building Community

7:00  Breakfast
  Morning Prayer

8:15  Lectio Divina: Bro. Raymond Callo, SDB - FIN

9:15  Sharing

10:30  Break

10:50  Presentation by Provinces: EAO Resolutions of   
  Cambodia 2006

12:00nn Lunch

2:00pm  Reflection, Activity and Sharing – Small and Big   
  Group by Provinces

4:00  Break

4:30  Personal Reflection

6:00  Eucharistic Celebration and Evening Prayer: Fr.   
  Provincial - THA

7:00  Dinner

8:30  Rosary and Good Night Talk

9:30  Salesian and Cultural Presentation by Province
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August 20, 2013 – Second to Fourth Day: Reflections on the 
History, Pedagogy and Spirituality of the Salesian Brother in 
preparation for the Bicentennial of the birth of St. John Bosco
7:00  Breakfast

8:00  Morning Prayer
  Lectio Divina and Sharing: Fr. Francis Gustilo, SDB –  
  Regional Formation Commission, FIN
  Second Day: Article 11 - The Good Shepherd
  Third Day: Article 14 – Predilection for the Young
  Fourth Day: Article 21 – Don Bosco, our Model

9:15  Session

  Second Day: Knowledge of Don Bosco’s History in  
  relation to the Salesian Brother – Brother Michael  
  Harris, SDB , AUL

  Third Day: Don Bosco’s Pedagogy – Brother John  
  Baptist Thanad, SDB, THA

  Fourth Day: Don Bosco’s Spirituality – Bro. Raymond  
  Callo, SDB, FIN

10:30  Break

10:50  Session

12:00nn Lunch

2:00pm  Reflection and Sharing – Small and Big Group
  Third Day: Swimming

4:00  Break

4:30  Salesian and/or Cultural Presentation by Province;  
  Rest and Recreation

6:00  Eucharistic Celebration and Evening Prayer

  Second Day: Fr. Francis Gustilo, SDB – Regional   
  Formation Commission, FIN

  Third Day: Fr. Anthony Nguyen, SDB – In-Charge of  
  EAO Salesian Brothers’ Specific Formation, FIN

  Fourth Day: Fr. Chrys Saldanha, SDB – Office of the  
  General Councilor for Formation, RMG

7:00  Dinner

8:30  Rosary and Good Night Talk

9:30  Salesian and/or Cultural Presentation by Province
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August 23, 2013 - Fifth Day

High Quality Formation

6:30am  Morning Prayer and Mass: Fr. Andrew Wong,
  SDB – EAO Regional Superior, RMG

7:30  Breakfast

8:30  Session: Revisions to the Formation of the Salesians 
  of Don Bosco (FSDB) regarding the Salesian Brother 
  Formation – Fr. Chrys Saldanha – Office of the 
  General Councilor for Formation, RMG

10:00  Break

10:30  Specific Formation of the Salesian Brothers – Bro.  
  Raymond D. Callo, SDB – Program Coordinator for  
  EAO – Salesian Brothers’ Specific Formation Sector,  
  Manila, FIN

12:30nn Lunch

1:30pm  Summary of EAO – Salesian Brothers’ Congress 2013

2:30  Closing Ceremonies

3:00  Departure for Bangkok: Cultural Show at Siam   
  Niramit

8:00  Siam Niramit Show, Bangkok

10:00  End of Congress
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EAO SALESIAN BROTHERS CONGRESS 2013 Participants

Complete 
Name

Province/Vice 
Provicne/Del-

egation
Birthday Email

Harris, Michael AUL (Australia, 
New Zealand, Fiji) 6/16/1944 mharrissdb@gmail.

com

Rossato, Stan AUL (Australia, 
New Zealand, Fiji) 11/18/1950 stanrossato@hotmail.

com

Fedrigotti, Lanfran-
co

CIN (Hongkong, 
Macau, Taiwan) 6/23/1949 feilamfung@tiscali.it

Lam, Ying CIN (Hongkong, 
Macau, Taiwan) 7/14/1955 francis_ylam@hot-

mail.com

Ng Dor Lok, Peter CIN (Hongkong, 
Macau, Taiwan) 7/27/1958 peterngsdbhk@

hotmail.com

Nguyen Duc Minh 
Tam

CIN (Hongkong, 
Macau, Taiwan) 10/8/1984 minhtam83vn2003@

yahoo.com

Tam Chaikkei, 
Aloysius

CIN (Hongkong, 
Macau, Taiwan) 9/5/1936 N/A

Wong, Kin Kwan, 
Dominic Savio

CIN (Hongkong, 
Macau, Taiwan) 12/25/1940 dswkk@mail.ssvs.

tn.edu.tw

Caspellan, Antonio 
M.

FIN (Philippines - 
Luzon) 9/20/1938

antonio-
caspellansdb@
yahoo.com

Castillo, Jose Maria 
V.

FIN (Philippines - 
Luzon) 12/23/1984 jomarcastillo@gmail.

com

Crescencio Selves-
tre B.

FIN (Philippines - 
Luzon) 11/26/2013 silvestersdb@yahoo.

com

dela Cruz, Joselito, 
Castro

FIN (Philippines - 
Luzon) 6/18/1968 litzsdb@yahoo.com

dela Cruz, Ramon, 
Mejino Jr.

FIN (Philippines - 
Luzon) 1/10/1940 rmcmejino@ymail.

com

Ferrer, Jose Maria, 
Ramirez

FIN (Philippines - 
Luzon) 9/14/1946 brojoesdb@donbos-

co.net

Gustilo, Francis, O. FIN (Philippines - 
Luzon) 12/3/1953 buddyinberkeley@

yahoo.com

Ligaya, Condrado FIN (Philippines - 
Luzon) 2/2/1957 raddie_kh@yahoo.

com

Martinez, Carme-
lo, L.

FIN (Philippines - 
Luzon) 7/16/1977 melosdb@yahoo.

com

Tiu, Ronnel, Padua FIN (Philippines - 
Luzon) 5/30/1987 ronnelvictor07@

gmail.com

Verano, Dominic 
Pereda

FIN (Philippines - 
Luzon) 5/20/1991 domsdb520@gmail.

com
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Abelgas Alexander FIS (Philippines 
Vis-Min, Pakistan) 7/22/1958 alexabelgas24@

yahoo.com

Celis, George Vin-
cent, T.

FIS (Philippines 
Vis-Min, Pakistan) 2/24/1966 georgesdb24@hot-

mail.com

Domasian, Louie 
Doctor

FIS (Philippines 
Vis-Min, Pakistan) 2/13/1982 louiedomasian@

yahoo.com

Gacayan, Emman-
uel Q.

FIS (Philippines 
Vis-Min, Pakistan) 11/6/1968 mannysdb@yahoo.

com

Martinez, Carme-
lo, L.

FIS (Philippines 
Vis-Min, Pakistan) 7/16/1977

melosdb@yahoo.
com / melosdb@
gmail.com

Militante, George 
Pace

FIS (Philippines 
Vis-Min, Pakistan) 12/27/1952 sdb@mozcom.com

Montejo, John Ray-
mond Flores

FIS (Philippines 
Vis-Min, Pakistan) 5/16/1988 john_montejo@

yahoo.com

Tena, Lamberto, D. FIS (Philippines 
Vis-Min, Pakistan) 4/16/1939 none

Villiardon, Edward 
Q.

FIS (Philippines 
Vis-Min, Pakistan) 2/17/1968 broedsdb@yahoo.

com

Kelo, Lusianus, 
Oscar

ITM (Indonesia, 
East Timor) 2/21/1977 oscarsdb@rocket-

mail.com

Padilla, Ramoncito, 
Abaño

ITM (Indonesia, 
East Timor) 7/17/1952 frapadillasdb@

yahoo.com

Baik Junsig, Bene-
dict KOR 8/8/1962 koreabundo@naver.

com

Bois, Marino KOR 6/7/1942 boismarino@yahoo.
com

Bok Man Hwang KOR 5/26/1957 hbm5026@daum.
com

Choi, Jin Won KOR 5/22/1969 rhkstkd@gmail.com

Dukkyung Choi 
(Peter) KOR 7/2/1960 peter9511@paran.

com

Hee Jun Jo KOR 2/26/1967 alexchosdb@gmail.
com

Kang Jae Won, 
Dominic Savio KOR 11/10/1963 kangsavio@hanmail.

net

Kim, Tomas KOR 11/28/1965 goodoyes@hanmail.
net

Lee, Beom Ju KOR 3/26/1974 2kategori@hanmail.
net

Lee, Chang Bum, 
Simon KOR 2/6/1968 alberilee@hanmail.

net

Oh Taeck Kwon KOR 3/12/1974 ksalbr@hanmail.com

Park Kyang Sek, 
Bosco KOR 12/24/1956 dyBSBosco@gmail.

com
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Seor Real Yoon KOR 12/23/1960 scvs001@naver.com

Francis Safrancis MYM 12/3/1983 safrancissdb@gmail.
com

Sai Thiha Cho Pi 
Dominic Savio MYM 9/16/1983 dominicsai77mm@

gmail.com

Thant Zin Oo Am-
brose MYM 8/6/1984 ambrosesdbm@

gmail.com

Garcia, Jesus Ju-
lian, Garrido PNG-SI 4/2/1961 jjggarrido@gmail.

com

Wong, Andrew RMG - EAO Re-
gional Superior 11/30/1952

awong@sdb.org / 
awongsdb@gmail.
com

Saldana, Chrys RMG 10/25/1942 esaldanha@sdb.org

Bacalla, Carlo, 
Magno

THA (Thailand, 
Cambodia, Laos) 5/25/1962

carlo_525@yahoo.
com / runningsteel@
yahoo.com

Chanhom, Chun THA (Thailand, 
Cambodia, Laos) 7/6/1929 none

Jerasujarittum, 
Worawut

THA (Thailand, 
Cambodia, Laos) 9/8/1960 broworawut@hot-

mail.com

Kaeser, Sarapram THA (Thailand, 
Cambodia, Laos) 5/22/1985 wy_998@hotmail.

com

Nguyen Tan Tai THA (Thailand, 
Cambodia, Laos) 8/28/1981 tantaisdb@gmail.

com

Nopahadoc, Peter 
Joseph

THA (Thailand, 
Cambodia, Laos) 3/5/1970 nupjun@yahoo.com

Prasat, Homsanit 
Amato

THA (Thailand, 
Cambodia, Laos) 9/13/1938 N/A

Thammamit, Phai-
toon

THA (Thailand, 
Cambodia, Laos) 2/5/1958 PThamanit@mail.

com

Thanad, Anan, 
John Baptist

THA (Thailand, 
Cambodia, Laos) 11/28/1962 thanad@hotmail.

com

Yarat Chaiyara THA (Thailand, 
Cambodia, Laos) 9/6/1964 yaugustino7@hot-

mail.com

Am Nguyen VIE (Vietnam, 
Mongolia) 10/12/1955 amsdb1955@gmail.

com

Luan, Bui Van, 
Martin

VIE (Vietnam, 
Mongolia) 8/4/1978 Martinoluansdb@

yahoo.com

Luan, Le Minh, Paul VIE (Vietnam, 
Mongolia) 6/6/1972

minhluansdb@
yahoo.com / plu-
ansdb@gmail.com

Nguyen Van Van VIE (Vietnam, 
Mongolia) 9/26/1953 newvanminh@

yahoo.com

Nguyen, Vo Ha Anh VIE (Vietnam, 
Mongolia) 12/8/1980 haanhsdb@gmail.

com
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PHAN BANG VAN 
THOMAS BECKET

VIE (Vietnam, 
Mongolia) 1/24/1955 sdbsbang@gmail.

com

PHAN BANG VAN 
THOMASBECKET

VIE (Vietnam, 
Mongolia) 1/24/1955 sdbshbang@gmail.

com

Tran Duc Thinh VIE (Vietnam, 
Mongolia) 6/22/1969 fxducthinhsdb@

yahoo.com

Tran Ngoc Tien, 
Peter

VIE (Vietnam, 
Mongolia) 5/31/1975 hgoctiensdb@ya-

hoo.com

Trung, Vuc Quang, 
John Baptist

VIE (Vietnam, 
Mongolia) 6/16/1964 Mgolserve2012sal@

yahoo.com

Weihai Guo VIE (Vietnam, 
Mongolia) 2/11/1975 raphaelguo@yahoo.

com
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JÁNOS SZÖKE

STEPHEN SANDOR
SALESIAN BROTHER
1914-1953

Presentation

Great is the rank of martyrs who 
poured out their blood for the 
faith in Hungary during the period 
of the totalitarian regime which 
had a violent beginning under the 
directives of the Bolshevik power, 
immediately following WWII.  Among 
these is the Servant of God, Stephen 
Sandor, a Salesian Brother, a victim of the strong anti-religious 
suppression of the Communist regime in Hungary, which was 
particularly hard and bloody from 1946 to 1963.

With great feeling I present this little booklet by which we hope to 
make known the story of his life, which manifests the strength and 
the fecundity of a live handed over without fears or compromises 
to the cause of Christ and the salvation of the young, expressing 
a strong and tenacious faith – trials, persecutions, and tortures, 
notwithstanding: “If God is with us, who will be against us?”

It is wonderful to recall how this Brother lived his vocation as an 
educator with joy, enthusiasm, and dedication – particularly through 
his work in the world of the press and in his activities in typography, 
animation of the liturgy through his guidance of the group of altar 
servers, his accompaniment of youth groups, his role as catechist 
and as a witness to the Gospel.

I invite you to know the story of this Salesian Brother and to invoke his 
intercession, both for joyful fidelity for those whom the Lord calls to 
follow Him more closely and as encouragement to many brothers 
and communities who still today are suffering for the Name of Jesus.

In particular, for the members and groups of the Salesian Family, the 
life of Stephen Sandor is a call to fell the urgency and the necessity 
to seek out and raise up vocations, to bring to fruition projects of 
Gospel living, to involve fully those who are evangelized, so that they 
themselves may become disciples and apostles of the Lord Jesus.
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STEPHEN SANDOR – SALESIAN BROTHER, MARTYR
  
1914 Was a tragic year for europe: on july 28, after the assassination 
attempt at sarajevo, austria declared war against the kingdom of 
serbia.  And thus began the great massacre of the first world war.  
Towards the end of the preceding year, on november 6, 1913, the 
first salesians – a group of hungarian youth who had done their 
formation in italy – had arrived in hungary, then part of the austro-
hungarian empire.

It was into this context that stephen sandor was born on october 
26, 1914, in the town of szolnok, situated some 100 kilometers to 
the southeast of the capital, budapest, on the great hungarian 
plain.  Cutting through the town is the tibisco river, an important 
feeder stream of the danube, which begins to become navigable 
precisely in szolnok.  Its founding dates back to the early times of the 
occupation of the carpazi basin by the magyar tribe.  The river and 
the fertile and extensive plain, which begins at the foot of the bukk 
mountains, have always favored trade, making the town a lively 
center of commerce and culture.  Given its geographic position it 
became an important junction for communication, especially for 
train routes.  The presence of thermal springs and the long periods 
of sunlight contributed to its touristic and agricultural development, 
in addition to the presence of paper mills and railroad offices.

CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH

Stephen was the firstborn of three brothers.  Three days after his 
birth he was baptized in the franciscan parish, which would later 
play a significant role in the christian formation of the boy.  His dad, 
who by family tradition, had given his own name to his son, was a 
railroad man.  Such stable employment (then, as today, not taken 
for granted) allowed his family to live a lifestyle that was serious, yet 
serene, in a very difficult moment for the magyar nation.  Given 
the strategic importance of the railroad, in the time of war, dad 
stephen was not sent to the front; he was thus able to take part 
in his children’s upbringing firsthand.  He exerted a very positive 
influence on his sons, and was able to provide for their education in 
a dignified manner.

From the time he was a little boy, stephen was assiduous in going 
to his parish.  The community of the sons of st. Francis, to whom 
the church was entrusted, constituted a bulwark of christian life in 
the town.  As an altar boy, stephen carried out his service with joy.  
Later, this passion for our acts of worship will re-emerge in him when, 
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as a salesian brother, he carries out his task of training a group 
of exemplary altar boys, in school and in the oratory, with much 
seriousness of purpose.  For him, already in the days of his youth, it 
was not simply a matter of external, ritualistic, ceremonial activity, 
but it was a true form of service to the lord, the expression of an 
authentic love for the eucharistic jesus.
 
His membership in the “szìvgàrda” (literally, the guard of the heart), 
was a true and proper initiation into a catholic association.  It 
promoted groups of boys and girls who did community and 
educational activities inspired by the devotion to the sacred 
heart.  The organization was active from 1920 to 1948, when the 
communist regime eliminated all the catholic associations.
  
He was a boy who was always happy and even-tempered, who 
loved to play and who never sat still: this is how his companions 
remembered him.  Well-loved by all, he had the temperament 
of a leader; he gathered around himself children of his own age 
and knew how to guide them without yearning to have power and 
without bullying.  He enjoyed acting in plays and showing off on 
stage so as to entertain his friends.  From the time he was a boy he 
preferred to be the referee so as to give the little ones the chance 
to play.
 
Even at home he looked after his little brothers and was the one to 
lead prayers before meals and in the evening.  He always helped 
his mom with the house chores.  When his younger brothers were 
guilty of some mischief, it was natural for him to take responsibility for 
it himself.

As a teenager, he assiduously frequented the local franciscan 
community, becoming a friend of the brothers minor, in particular 
of one of them, a fr. Casmir kollàr, who was his spiritual director.  
This was not a common thing for a young boy; his openness with 
this worthy priest accompanied him along a constant spiritual 
growth, even in difficult situations.  In fact, in the post-war years, 
unemployment was great; there were, even then, times of grave 
economic crisis; the result was that it was difficult to find a stable 
job.  After finishing mandatory schooling, young stephen had to 
undertake very demanding physical labor, such as carrying sacks 
of cement in the paper mills or working in a copper foundry.  He 
was the shortest of his brothers and of weak physical constitution.  
He worked with dedication and every evening his mother used to 
care for the wounds on his shoulders, which came from carrying 
the heavy loads.  This she did according to the home remedy: 
smearing them with pig fat.
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In the wake of don bosco

When the franciscans saw the seriousness of his commitment and 
his great common sense, united to the quality of the christian life 
he lived, they counseled his family to send the young boy to the 
salesian school, “clarisseum” in ràkospalota (at the time a large 
suburb on the outskirts of budapest).  Just a short while before, on 
some land received from a noble family, the salesians had opened 
a vocational school of graphic arts and a festive oratory for poor 
boys, ages 10 to 17, including orphans or boys in trouble, sent by 
the minister of grace and justice.  This was a novelty in hungary at 
that time.  Notwithstanding the great effort he put into his studies, 
our stephen never attained high marks; still, in june of 1928, he 
completed the curriculum with a sufficient average.
  
At this point, after returning home, this 14-year-old boy was directed 
to become an apprentice metallurgist (a lathe turner, one who 
casts molten copper); there was no other possibility for him, 
given the difficulties that existed when trying to find work in those 
days.  During this entire period, he was constantly in contact with 
the franciscans, and, in particular, with his regular confessor.  This 
coherent care for his spiritual life, united to the profound mark 
that the stay at the salesian work in ràkospalota had left on him, 
brought him to reflect on what god wanted of him.  And, thus, he 
recognized in himself, with the help of his spiritual guide, the signs of 
a call from god to the salesian religious life.  As he would later say, 
reading the salesian publications had struck him and made him 
reflect.  Even in this trait you can see the motivation for his choice: 
his bent for typographical work and his love for the press and for 
spreading the word among the common people.  From a letter of 
his franciscan confessor and spiritual director, we learn that in 1932, 
at the age of 18, he had presented a request that couldn’t be 
accepted, though, because his parents didn’t give their consent.  
Meanwhile, he did different types of work, putting all his effort into 
them, even as a simple day laborer in railroad maintenance.  His 
capacity for adaptation to different types of manual work was 
notable, as was noted even during don bosco’s youth.  During this 
time he continued his correspondence with the administration of 
the “clarisseum.”  So as not to upset his parents, the answers went to 
the franciscan monastery.
 
When he reached the age of 21, at the end of 1935, stephen 
sent his formal request to the superior of the salesians, don jànos 
antal.  Among other things, he wrote: “i feel the call to enter the 
salesian congregation.  There’s a need for work everywhere; without 
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work, one can’t reach eternity.  I like to work.”  This underlines a 
fundamental element of his life: he felt that the world of work was 
his.  He was accepted as an aspirant-candidate to salesian life. 
 
On february 12, 1936, he returned to the “clarisseum” for his trial 
period.  Living in that community, he worked with enthusiasm as an 
assistant typographer, as a sacristan, and in the oratory.  After three 
months, he asked to enter into the novitiate, but the superiors felt 
that it was better if he first completed his formation as an aspirant, 
as well as that of his technical preparation as a printer.  Serene, 
notwithstanding that for those times his age was a bit above the 
median for novices, he continued his work until the end of march 
1938, when, at the age of 24, no longer an apprentice, but an 
already accomplished typographer, he asked to enter the novitiate.

A rocky and steep road in the novitiate

But in 1938, hungary was living a special moment: the re-
annexation of the magyar territory, split off in the treaty of trianon 
(1919) and now re-assigned to the hungarian government in the 
treaties restructuring central europe in 1938. And so, our stephen, 
after having begun his novitiate in a regular way, on april 1st of 
that year, had to break it to do military service.  As a soldier, he 
continued to uphold his high tenor of spiritual life and apostolate, 
staying in touch by letter with the superiors of the novitiate.  He spent 
his leave at the “clarisseum” and handed over to the provincial the 
little money he had received.
 
After his discharge in 1939, he began his novitiate again on april 
30.  At 25 years of age, he was much older than his novitiate 
companions, who were little more than adolescents.  The 
admiration that was aroused in his young companions at his 
conduct is thus very well understood.  “Even if he was 9 or 10 years 
older than we, he shared our life totally, in an exemplary fashion.  
We didn’t feel this age difference at all.  Stephen was learning the 
trade of typography, but in the novitiate he was unable to practice 
it; he carried out his chores well, above all in the kitchen.  His gift 
as an educator was apparent even to us novices, especially in 
community activities.  With his personal appeal, he enthused us to 
such a point that we took for granted that he could tackle with ease 
even the most difficult tasks.”  He gave the impression that he was 
praying almost continually.  At the same time, he made a name 
for himself in our youthful group for his capacity to attract even the 
most skeptical companions, provoking an enthusiastic reaction in 
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them, above all when the amateur theater group had to present 
some comic scenes.”  “His spiritual level was a great deal superior 
to that of the others.”  These are the sworn testimonies of his old 
novitiate companions.
 
The economic circumstances of the years 1939-1940 were very 
serious.  With the occupation of poland, world war ii began.  But the 
novitiate at mezonyàràd was able to count on its large cultivated 
property which guaranteed a good yield of foodstuffs. 

Stephen finished his year of novitiate with the first profession of 
his religious vows, as a lay salesian (a “coadjutor brother”) on 
september 8, 1940.  From his correspondence in this era, you can 
see his great joy and enthusiasm for that life.  He returned to the 
“clarisseum,” to his work in the print shop, now as one of those in 
charge, and to the animation of the public church annexed to the 
oratory.  The print shop, editrice don bosco, enjoyed great national 
prestige.  Besides salesian publications (the salesian bulletin, 
missionary youth…), it also published precious series of theatrical 
works for the young, books of spirituality for the young, and religious 
instruction books for the common people.
 
Precisely during these years in hungary, under the patronage of 
don bosco, there was born a catholic association of young workers 
(‘kioe’).  At the “clarisseum,” our stephen was the promoter and the 
soul of this organization.  His group became the model for other 
groups; he instilled there a serene atmosphere and the sacramental 
and educational spirituality typical of don bosco.  Discussions on the 
catechism, apologetic conferences, hours of adoration, excursion-
pilgrimages, sports and games, holy joy characterized the life of 
the group.  The young were attracted to it and did not abandon this 
work, even when their animator was recalled to arms.  Hungary had 
entered into war, on the side of germany, on june 22, 1941.

On the war front

Sandor did his military service as a sharpened telegrapher.  Some 
of his military companions testify that he did not hide that he was 
a consecrated religious from his unit.  He created a little group 
of soldiers around himself, attracted by his example, whom he 
encouraged to pray and to avoid using blasphemies.  Up until 1944, 
with short breaks, he remained in the army.  During this period, for 
as long as it was possible, he kept constant contact with his religious 
superiors, in particular with don jànos antal, provincial.  From his 
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letters, it is clear that he was concerned for his spiritual life, even if 
he found himself in grave situations.  In his brief periods of furlough, 
he immediately returned to his salesian house, which he felt to be 
his true family and was always welcomed with great affection.  He 
was then transferred to the russian front, where he participated in the 
most difficult battles.  His comportment as a soldier was so valorous 
that he was deemed worthy to be decorated with the war cross of 
merit.  He took part in the disastrous retreat from don bay.  Made a 
prisoner of war in germany by the americans, he was able to return 
to his country within a short time.
 
In 1944, he took up his work again at ràkospalota, in as much as 
the dramatic circumstances permitted.  On february 13, 1945, 
after long and bitter battles lasting three months, which caused 
the destruction of the residential area, the entire city of budapest 
was under the control of the soviet army.  In this time, the salesians 
remaining in the city suffered terribly from hunger, from the 
impossibility to do work, from the requisitions on the part of the 
occupiers.  At the institute of ràkospalota, emptied of its students, 
beds and mattresses were sequestered.  The confreres had to find 
themselves places to sleep, among the ruins, facing a particularly 
severe winter.

The shadow of persecution

On april 3, 1945, the apostolic nunzio, mons. Angelo rotta, who had 
worked much to save many jews from deportation, was expelled 
from his country by the personal order of marshall vorosilov.
 
The salesian work was reduced to a few moments of oratory, 
disturbed by the nascent communist organizations, which sought to 
strip away even those few youth who had contact with the religious.
  
On august 16, 1945, the president of the provisory hungarian 
government signed the first decree of reform of the national 
scholastic system, without consulting the church, which held a large 
part (43%) of the schools affected by the reform.  In autumn, the 
attacks against the religious schools began: revision, in a marxist 
sense, of all of the scholastic texts and the prohibition to use many 
catholic texts.  The hungarian salesian superior communicated to 
the general council in torino: “… now we publish neither the salesian 
bulletin nor the missionary youth.  The dispositions in force impose 
upon us the greatest economy of paper.”  This last initiative was a 
means on the part of the regime to control the press: they needed 
to have specific permission to acquire paper.
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On november 4, 1945, the first post-war elections were held: 
the communist party obtained only 17% of the vote, but with 
the support of the occupying soviet army, it controlled the entire 
political apparatus.  The typography “don bosco” of ràkospalota 
was under the watch of the communists.  They could not print books 
and even the bookstore didn’t sell the remaining stock “because the 
people spend their money only on bread.”  The catholic press was 
authorized only for two weekly publications which, however, due to 
the lack of paper, were only printed a few times.
 
On may 2, 1946, the superior of the salesians in hungary wrote: “at 
ràkospalota we are up in the air.  The owners of the house want to 
send us away from the institute.  We are losing our fleeting rights and 
our poor hearth.  We hope to be able to get out of it…”
 
From july 12 to 27, 1946, the communist minister of the interior, 
rajk làszlò, dissolved all the religious associations, whether youth or 
adult.  Only the associations of piety were permitted, with restrictions.  
Many heads of the dissolved associations were imprisoned.  At 
ràkospalota the groups animated by the salesians felt these hits.  In 
a particular way, our stephen suffered for the dissolution of the kioe, 
of which he had become one of the leaders.  Notwithstanding the 
legal prohibitions, however, he continued this activity in a quasi-
clandestine way, to avoid exposing himself or his students to the 
scrutiny of the political police.  They changed their meeting place 
every time, making them look like country outings of little groups of 
youth, or like they were getting together for a party in the evening.  
In 1948, he animated six active youth groups, among which were 
several past pupils of our school.   The topics of their meetings had 
absolutely nothing political about them.  They were solid religious 
instruction so as to give the young the foundation of their faith, in 
such a way as to be able to resist the atheistic propaganda that 
was so perverse.  They prayed a lot.  The same animator composed 
some appropriate prayers expressly for them.
 
The writings from those years which were able to reach his 
superiors speak of grave insufficiencies in food and heating in the 
coldest winters; on account of this, his health was weakened.  The 
consequences of these privations from war and the post-war period 
were manifested.  The work in the print shop at ràkospalota was 
reduced to next-to-nothing.  Still in april of 1948, he succeeded in 
printing a few copies of the “preventive system” by don bartolomeo 
fascie, a salesian classic, translated into hungarian.  But already in 
july, his hungarian superior communicated with the superiors in rome 
that “the print shop is just about paralyzed.  Monthly we receive 
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permission from the censure to print a booklet, at most.”
On june 16, 1948, the hungarian parliament decreed the 
nationalization of all the schools by a vote of 230 for and 63 against.  
On that very same day, the decree was officially published.  The 
hungarian episcopal conference reacted by establishing that priests 
and religious should not accept teaching or administrative posts 
in nationalized schools, except for the teaching of religion.  The 
hungarian salesians thus saw the regime take over their network of 
schools, or linked together in some way to the school (boarding 
schools), a dozen which were all dedicated to poor children.    
There remained to them the pastoral work in the churches and the 
teaching of religion in the state schools.  But even this, a year later, 
on september 6, 1949, became optional, and was accompanied 
by every kind of pressure on the parents so that they not send their 
children to religion class.  The parents who were doing so had files 
kept on them, lost their work, and their children could not attend the 
university…
 
With the school sector having been nationalized at ràkospalota, 
the print shop remained in salesian hands as such, but with very 
grave limitations and without external personnel.  Stephen kept the 
machines in good repair and dedicated as much time as possible 
to follow the young outside the house, nourishing their christian 
life with his example and with formative activities.  The salesians, 
in fact, had received permission from the bishop to continue, if 
possible, their educative work in the institutions, which had previously 
received their students from the state (principally, from the minister 
of grace and justice) and which were a good number.  This was 
a field in which they were forerunners, even in respect to the rest 
of europe.  Already in 1925, the correctional facility for minors, 
at esztergomtàbor, had been entrusted to them.  The bishop of 
vàc, on whom ràkospalota depended, established at that time 
in the parish the public church run by the salesians, making the 
permanence of the religious community easier, even if reduced 
in number.  Stephen was able to continue to occupy himself with 
the altar boys and with those few children who attended the parish, 
besides continuing his work as sacristan - so loved by him and 
carried out with a great spirit of piety and edification of the priests 
themselves.
 
At the end of december 1948, it was hinted to the salesians of 
ràkospalota to evacuate the building completely.  An appeal 
was turned down.  Thus, the print shop languished as they did 
not receive permission to print anything other than some leaflets 
of an administrative type, but nothing that had religious content.  
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Finally, in the summer of 1949, it was confiscated by the state.  
Thus, after 23 years of activity, every income for the salesians 
ceased and it became very difficult to provide for the funding of 
the new candidates to salesian life.  The publishing house, in fact, 
had represented an important source of income for the young 
confreres: at szentkereszt there were nineteen theology students, at 
mezonyarad thirty-one philosophy students, and at tanakajd eight 
novices to support.  It is easy to imagine the pain that stephen felt 
seeing the cessation of works which were so fundamental and to 
which he had consecrated his forces and his spirit.  They began to 
take away the machines; previously, foreseeing the worst, stephen 
had sought to safeguard at least some of the smaller machines 
with past pupils.  After abandoning the locale, even the activity of 
the oratory could not continue and the salesian work was restricted 
to running the parish.  The cronaca of ràkospalota notes that on 
december 19, 1949: “we have completely evacuated the old 
institute of the clarisseum and are in the same area, near the ex-
printery.  We have adjusted as best we can, but the place is very 
tight.”  “Besides the print shop, naturally, the bookstore was also 
expropriated and this has produced an even greater reduction in 
the available space.”
 
A government decree established that from january 1, 1950, 
teachers of religion had to be paid by those who sent their children 
to the lessons.  This was another maneuver to eliminate the already 
greatly reduced religious instruction in the schools.

The fateful 1950

In the month of june in 1950, the communist government declared 
the religious orders and congregations suppressed in hungary.  
Beginning on june 7, they initiated the deportations of the religious, 
who were then interred in concentration camps (generally in old 
monasteries).  The salesians, too, were dispersed; some were 
brought to the concentration camps; the young salesians and 
novices returned to their families, or to their relatives.  The salesians 
of ràkospalota received the order to abandon even the hovels 
in which they were holed up.  The superior of the salesians in 
hungary, don vince sellye, was arrested near the austrian border, 
incarcerated at budapest, with the accusation of have tried to 
leave the country; he was condemned to two years and a half of 
imprisonment.
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On august 30, the government and the president of the hungarian 
bishops’ conference signed an “accord,” on the basis of which, in 
exchange for a “backing” of the political government, in september 
the religious interred in the concentration camps would be released.  
But, a short while after the accord, on september 7, the state 
authorities withdrew from the orders and congregations present in 
hungarian territory the permission to work; practically-speaking, this 
meant the dissolution of the communities and the nationalization 
of their goods.  Only a very reduced number of religious, with 
many restrictions, remained functioning in eight high schools which 
were restored after two years of interruption (from 1948): two to the 
benedictines, two to the scolopi, two to the franciscans, and two for 
girls to a local feminine congregation.
 
The salesians lost everything: the buildings were occupied by the 
state.  The religious were dispersed and each one on his own had 
to find some type of work to survive.  Some worked as organists, 
some as sacristans, others did various manual work; still others were 
taken in by the diocese and sent to small country parishes.  They 
could not reside in the city, nor maintain contact among them and, 
for a long time, were placed under police surveillance.  The poor 
provincial, don v. Sellye, on trial for a second time, was condemned 
to 33 years in prison.
 
Stephen remained for as long as possible in ràkospalota, in 
whatever lodging he could find, and continued to keep contact 
with the young in his groups.  But afterwards, in order to survive, he 
had to retire for a time to szolnok, to his family, and to seek work 
in a print shop.  Not only his technical talents, but also those of an 
educator and leader among the young shone forth.  For this reason, 
he was recalled by the local administration to budapest to take 
charge of a group of orphans, gathered by the communist party.  
Still, he continued his work as catechist clandestinely, in various 
ways.  Even in the group of orphans he developed his gifts as a 
christian educator, well aware of the risks he ran.  Some of these 
young people were chosen to form part of a special police corps 
at the orders of the dictator ràkosi, but they remained faithful in their 
hearts to the values of christian ethics which had been inculcated in 
them by their animator.

At a certain moment in 1951, stephen, realizing that he had fallen 
into suspicion with the political police, changed his last name and 
place of residence, and found work as in the factory that produced 
the detergent persil, but all the while continuing his clandestine 
apostolate among the young.  Seeing that the police were keeping 
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a close watch on a confrere and his superiors, with whom he was 
keeping covert contact, they wanted to get him out of the country.  
When all was ready for him to cross over the border into austria, 
stephen did not wish to take advantage of this opportunity, but 
decided to remain in hungary.  He thought that it was not just for 
him to leave, when the young whom he was following were running 
the same risk of being discovered and condemned.  For him, it 
would have been running away from his responsibilities as a christian 
educator.

He then chose to change his residence a number of times.  
Finally, he remained in budapest, having accepted to share his 
lodging with a young confrere, tibor dàniel, who, at the time of the 
dispersion, was studying theology.  This little apartment became the 
center of his clandestine apostolic activity.  Here, as also in various 
places around the capital, he continued his formative work.  It 
often happened that he received letters from the young people he 
was following.  His correspondence certainly contained no allusion 
to politics, much less any idea of a plot, of which he was later 
accused.  He only gave answers and advice regarding christian 
spiritual life, which the young people wanted to deepen.  The 
atheist regime, however, fearing anything that was christian, used 
spies to keep an eye on all the citizens, but followed the activities 
of the dispersed religious with particular attention.  Above all, it was 
of great importance to the regime to keep a close watch on the 
young, who were the nerve center of the system.  Bear in mind 
that even on the occasion of easter in 1989 (the vigil of the fall of 
the communist regime!), The agents of the aeh (allami egyhazugyi 
hìvatal = the state office for ecclesiastical affairs) presented their 
report on state workers, above all the teachers, who were present 
at easter mass.  They sought to keep the church far away from 
the young at all costs – especially the workers – the propagandist 
base of the party.  It was considered a capital crime to gather 
youth for religious formation.  Immediately accusations of plots or 
conspiracies against the state rained down and this carried with it 
severe penalties, especially during the 50s, under the dictatorship of 
matyas ràkosi.  It is against this background that we must place the 
activities of our stephen.

Arrest and sentence
  
Right in the house where sandor e daniel lived there was an insidious 
situation.  The husband of the owner of the building worked for 
the infamous avo (political police).  Noting sandor’s substantial 
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correspondence, she began to open his letters using varied 
methods learned from her husband.  Their content was transmitted 
to the police who had both the recipient of these letters and his 
roommate under watch.

Something happened then, which, in order to be understood, 
needs to be framed in by an initiative of the regime.  We take it from 
an expert on the events of the era: “when the communist secret 
police enlarged its ranks, in 1949, to 30,000 members, they looked 
at the orphaned youth and the workers as “the most trustworthy of 
quarters” from which to dig up and form good communist police.  
After a formation period of three months, they trained the best 
as “guards of the party.”  They received the rank of under-officer 
or officer and their task was to protect/defend the persons of the 
principal heads of the party – the party of the hungarian workers, 
as it was then called – ràkosi e géro.  They recruited albert zana 
and some of his companions (past pupils of the clarisseum, who 
had been followed by stephen) first as military and then in the 
secret police (avo).  These young police officials, even following 
the nationalization of the institute of ràkospalota and the expulsion 
of the salesians, kept up their relationship with their educators.  
Stephen sandor… used to meet regularly with his past pupils and 
some of their friends at the clarisseum or in private apartments.  
He concerned himself with great love for the spiritual problems of 
the young.  Among themselves, they prepared to resist the atheist 
propaganda of the dictatorship and even helped others to remain 
firm in the faith.  Even these young police officers brought friends to 
the faith.
 
Involuntarily, they committed a “mistake.”  In those days, on the 
main road from ujpest, a new pub was opened, by the name of 
“hell’s tavern.”  On the side of the entrance there was a sign which 
read: “enter into hell.”  These young men considered such words a 
way of making fun of religion.  (This is an indication of the religious 
sensitivity of the time; today it would be almost unimaginable.)  On 
the following morning, the young men sprayed tar on the writing.  
The owners of the place told avo and their police dogs led them 
to the clarisseum.  Here they captured hegedus hajnal, then a 
fifteen-year-old student at the high school, who was arriving just 
at that moment.  Using torture, they pulled out of him the names 
of the other members of the group and the name of the religious 
who animated them.  Even in the party there were members with 
good intentions.  As soon as the arrest order was issued, they alerted 
stephen sandor about what had happened.  The salesian superior, 
adam laszlo, as we already mentioned, had foreseen the possible 
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need to get his confrere out of the country clandestinely, but 
stephen felt he could not run while his disciples found themselves 
in danger in their country.  He said to his friends that he was ready 
even for martyrdom.  But the owner of daniel’s house made them 
imprison stephen, daniel, and other salesians.  Within a short time, 
they also imprisoned the other young people who had been 
implicated.  Matyas rakosi (the dictator) decided on an immediate 
sentencing of the young officers.
 
Later, a few particulars of the arrest came to light.  On the morning 
of july 28, 1952, the political police showed up at the lodging and 
arrested stephen.  They then awaited tibor daniel’s return, in the 
afternoon.  When he entered into the room, he was welcomed 
with a brutal slap.  They brought him to the main police station, the 
infamous building at 60 via andrassy (today known as the “museum 
of terror”), where he underwent repeated torture which ruined his 
liver and spleen.  Finally, in order to avoid making him die a martyr, 
they released him, in extreme condition, in his village, asvànyràrò (in 
the north, near the slovakian border).  A little while later, as a result of 
the torture to which he had been subjected, he died in the arms of 
his mother and of his sister elizabeth.
 
As to our stephen, he was brought to the military tribunal prison of 
budapest (in the region called buda, fo utca), where he endured 
beatings and continuous lengthy interrogations.  The authority for the 
trial fell to the military tribunal, in as much as there were members 
of the armed forces among the accused.  On account of the 
inhuman torture and the sadly all-too-well-known procedures used 
on “political” prisoners of the time (cf. Cardinal mindszenty), stephen 
was forced to admit to “crimes” which would implicate himself, well 
knowing that such a declaration would have constituted a motive 
for the military tribunal to condemn him to death.
 
The trial began on october 28, 1952.  Sixteen charged were 
present: nine had served in the special police corps; five were 
salesians; and two were young students, one male and one female.  
All proceeded behind closed doors and in one hearing only.  It 
was, as usual, a farce with everything already decided.  Lieutenant 
colonel béla kovàcs presided over this mock trial in which the 
final decision had already been made.  He was assisted by two 
lieutenants of the avh (secret police).  The state prosecutor major 
gyorgy béres represented the personal expression of dictator rakosi.  
The court immediately declared verdict number i/0308/1952: the 
death penalty for stephen and for three young officers, who were 
retained “guilty of plotting against the people’s democracy and of 
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high treason.”  Two days later a request for pardon which had been 
presented as a matter of procedure was turned down.
 
Behind the veneer of the trial, the wrath of the regime in the face 
of the religious who kept up their relationship with the young workers 
was obvious, for the young were considered as those who ought to 
constitute the hard core of the dictatorship.
 
During the years of the communist regime, some thousands of 
young people, who, fully aware of the risks they were taking, kept 
attending in every way they could, the clandestine catholic youth 
groups, and with the excuse of going on outings or having family 
parties, participated in religious formation encounters and spiritual 
exercises.  Many of them were imprisoned and tortured.  Many were 
excluded from attending high school and university, and had to 
take up manual labor jobs immediately.

In military prison at fo utca

Still today, whoever visits the hungarian capital, in the region of 
buda, and travels along main street (which is what “fo utca” 
means), is struck by the gloomy, imposing nature of the military 
tribunal, constructed completely of dark rock, whose upper stories 
house the military prison.  Cell number 32 of the section “high 
treason” saw the presence of our stephen from the day of his 
imprisonment until the night of june 8, 1953.
 
We have some information about these ten and a half months from 
some cellmates of his who survived.  Here is one such testimony: 
“during the weeks i spent in the common cell, we did everything 
we could to live a spiritual life, in the noblest sense of the word […].  
We prayed together and recited the rosary secretly, because even 
among our cellmates there was a certain internal surveillance.  
Every cell had its “commandant” who was responsible to observe 
and denounce any irregularity, which then did not go unpunished.  
(The regime purposely planted someone who, faking incarceration, 
tried to gain the confidence of the prisoners).  Our friend stephen 
tried to give courage to his companions through consoling prayers 
and spiritual thoughts.”  Despite the fact that he was aware of his 
tragic destiny, he was the bearer of serenity to the other prisoners.
 
A priest, jòzsef szabò, a prison companion, confirmed: “we knew 
that stephen was ready for martyrdom.  He was aware that from the 
place in which he found himself there was only one way out, the 
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one that brought him to the gallows.  It was understandable that, 
like everyone else, he too was attached to life and nurtured the 
hope that he would survive, but he didn’t give any sign of wanting to 
shrink to the level of compromise.  To me, his spiritual father, during 
our conversations in the cell, he said in confidence and with the 
greatest sincerity that he had never participated in any political plot.  
I never noticed any political interest on his part.  […]  I remember 
that we were more than fifty of us in the cell.  We were unable to 
speak freely among ourselves; everyone was part of an assigned 
group in which there were spies.  Being in such a desperate 
situation, all of us were placed under severe sentences.  The lightest 
penalty consisted in a 15-year imprisonment; but the life sentence 
or death penalty convictions were numerous.  In such a situation, 
people were very open to welcome spiritual thoughts under the 
form of spontaneous preaching.  I spoke of the eternal truths to the 
group; stephen sandor also did the same… we prayed the entire 
rosary, counting on our fingers.  We saw how much comfort saying 
prayers gave to those condemned to death.  Stephen often asked 
me to go to our prison companions to hear their confessions and 
to give them absolution. […]  Those condemned to death sought 
spiritual comfort from him.”
 
One of his ex-companions from school, mihàly szantò, a high 
functionary of the party, tried to convince stephen to cooperate 
with them.  They knew, in fact, of his abilities and above all of the 
influence he exerted over the youth.  But he never gave in.  His 
cellmates who survived were all unanimous: even after receiving 
the death penalty, he comforted the others in the cell.  At times of 
severe hunger, he shared his food – which was already little – with 
them.

June 8, 1953: the supreme witness
 
After the official communication of his death sentence, he was 
transferred from cell 32 to the upper floor of the military prison, 
to the cell for those condemned to death, to await execution.  A 
surviving cellmate confessed that he still had fixed in his memory, 
fifty years later, the sorrowful scene of when the prison guards came 
to cell 32 to take away his personal effects: a little toothbrush, a 
comb, and a towel.  For the prisoners, this was the sign that the 
person concerned had been transferred to the cell with those who 
would go directly to their execution.
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The survivors affirmed that it was impossible to know exactly where 
they held the executions.  In general, at least until 1953, they were 
carried out in the courtyard of the prison itself.  In order to drown 
out the screams of the condemned, they used to push to the max 
the noise made by the motor of the truck they used as a platform.  
When this sinister noise was heard in the cells, they understood 
that they were executing one of the condemned, especially by a 
hanging.  Our stephen was the second one hung, as we understand 
from the records.
 
His corpse, together with those of the others who were put to death 
with him, were brought by truck to the cemetery of the judiciary 
prison in the town of vàc, where they were buried all together in a 
common grave, without any sign of identification.  Notwithstanding 
several searches on the part of his family and the salesians, still they 
did not succeed in finding his burial place.  On the other hand, 
the cadavers that were exhumed afterwards, after the fall of the 
regime, presented such a quantity of the signs of torture that their 
identification was made very difficult.  But whoever has the gift of 
faith knows also that the martyred body of stephen is awaiting the 
glorious day of the resurrection.

Reputation of martyrdom

In 1989 the berlin wall fell and the iron curtain was knocked down.  
In 1990 free political elections were held in hungary and the new 
parliament approved the law of freedom of conscience and 
religious freedom.  Little by little they began to reconstruct the 
religious communities which had been abolished in 1950.  Even the 
few remaining salesians began to establish some communities in 
the few places restored to them by the government.
 
A few years needed to pass before the sons of don bosco could 
reach a sufficient number of available personnel so as to be able 
to take care of gathering documentation and begin, in 2006, the 
canonical process for the recognition of the martyrdom of stephen.  
On december 10, 2007, the diocesan process was closed at 
budapest and word was sent to rome, to the congregation for the 
causes of the saints.
 
In the meantime, the people of god had become aware of 
the tragic happenings and of the heroic conduct of so many 
christians in hungary, under the toughest communist regime.  At an 
official level, and even on the level of the common person, many 
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vicissitudes which before were only supposed or barely whispered, 
now have come to full light.  Some survivors, who at first were forced 
to keep silent, have now contributed to help reconstruct, at least in 
part, the true facts.  In our case, for example, a parish priest, don 
jòzsef szabò, explained to his faithful people that, having himself 
been a cellmate of stephen, he know very well that he was killed 
because of his faith which made him carry out an intense pastoral 
activity in the youth groups.  He is a martyr who is a model of youth 
pastoral activity which originates from an intense relationship with 
god, lived in a profound simplicity and spontaneity, so far from 
every form of external bigotry, and so solidly anchored in constant 
motivations of faith, and concerned, besides, to give to the young 
that love of jesus which he felt for them.
 
Many people show how much good can be done through an 
official recognition of the martyrdom of this young man, particularly 
for the young.  He is an example of a life well-lived, grown up on 
the essentials, which, when contrasted with the instability of today, 
is timely and urges us to question ourselves on the way we live, on 
the true motivations behind the way we act.  Being faced with the 
motivations that guided the martyr to confront and overcome so 
many sufferings unjustly inflicted upon him, urges us to review our 
situation in god’s eyes.  In a particular way, it is an encouragement 
to reflection for those who must work in one way or another with the 
young in difficult times, as are ours, too, though in a different way.  
The cause to which he dedicated his entire life, the formation of a 
christian sensitivity in the youth’s world of work, is still as timely as ever. 
 
Those who knew him testified that his exemplary conduct was not 
an attitude that was taken on occasionally, but that it was the fruit 
of a conviction that sustained it constantly.  His martyrdom was 
but the coherent conclusion of an entire life of simple faith and 
profound love for the young, always filled with trusting hope, even in 
unfavorable circumstances.  This is the attitude that st. John bosco 
inspired in his sons: “i will give my life for the young until my very last 
breath.”
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Artemide Zatti
“Saintly Nurse of Patagonia"

Salesian Holiness in the perspective 
of the Salesian Brother
Blessed Artemide Zatti, Salesian 
“Saintly Nurse of Patagonia

Early Years

Artemide Zatti was born in Boretto, 
a village in the Province of Reggio 
Emilia (Italy) on October 12th, 1880.  Because they were poor, 
Artemide had to work at the age of nine. When he was 17, his family 
moved to Bahia Blanca, Argentina as immigrants.

He worked as a waiter in a hotel, and in a tile factory (later on his 
family will put up their own tile factory called Zatti brothers). At that 
time, the Salesian Fr Carlos Cavalli was the parish priest in Bahia 
Blanca, a pious and wise man, whom Artemide chose as his spiritual 
guide. At the age of 19, feeling himself called by God to the 
religious life, he left everything and entered the Salesian seminary at 
Bernal ( I was surprised to see more than 200 kids working seriously…
the superiors are very kind and the pupils are very happy. So am I’)

Young Aspirant

Those years were hard because he was older than his classmates, 
and he had a poor educational background. However, he was 
able to overcome everything with his persevering will, his clear 
intelligence and solid piety.

Later on he had to interrupt his studies because he caught 
tuberculosis while assisting a young priest (taking care of Fr Ernesto 
Guiliani who had tuberculosis (died on Jan 4, 1902, at the age of 
29), he contracted the illness and was forced to give up his studies 
and return to Bahia Blanca).
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Perseverance

Back home he manifested his decision to die as a Salesian. 
Following Fr. Cavalli’s advice, in 1902 he went to the missionary 
hospital in Viedma (If I can’t go on with my vocation as I started 
to study quite grown up, I’ll answer like St Paul to the Philippians: “If 
He chose me for a religious life, He’d give me everything I need to 
reach it. On the other hand, if I don’t persevere I will be excluded 
from the Kingdom of God, and if I’m ill I thank God for my illness for I 
am sure that it is for my material and spiritual benefit. It was his will.”). 
He worked as an assistant to Fr Evasio Garrone. “The doctor” Father 
diagnosed his serious illness and discovered his virtues. Artemide 
could be his successor. Then he proposed to him to make a vow: 
promise me to devote all your life to the sick and I, in the name of 
Mary Help of Christians, promise you health”. Years later, Artemide 
said, “I believed, promised and got cured.”

In 1908. Artemide Zatti consecrated himself to God as a Salesian 
brother (in his first letter as a Salesian to his parents and brothers: 
“with my heart filled with happiness and Grace that God has given 
to me. I beg for your prayers thanking God and the Virgin Mary, 
attending mass and Holy Communion).
He was also the nurse to Zeferino Namuncura who was diagnosed 
to have tuberculosis…and testified to his cause…)

Nurse, Pharmacist, Hospital Doctor

With the help of Fr. Garrone he progressed in the art of curing and in 
the faith. When Fr. Garrone died in 1911, he took over the direction 
of the hospital, first partially until 1913, and then completely.

In 1917, he obtained the degree of pharmacist at the University of 
La Plata. (Nurses card…and pharmacy degree….criticized for being 
the hospital administrator/director without credentials except being 
the owner of the hospital and experienced.)
He devoted 40 years of his life, from 1911 to 1951, to assisting the 
sick especially the poorest.

The Saintly Nurse of Patagonia

His devotion as an apostle of charity moved him to visit the needy 
of Viedma and Patagones day and night, on his legendary bicycle 
(He would go around visiting the sick and dispensing medicines but 
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would always be on time for prayer and meals.).
From all over Patagonia, ill people who could not pay came to be 
examined by him.

Each of them was Jesus who came and as such they were 
received. He always asked the nurses” “Don’t you have a bed for 
Jesus?” (He even gave his bed to the others when there was no bed 
available. And he would sleep beside the dead…when there was 
no place to sleep…) And God, through generous souls, gave those 
medicines, food and clothes for everybody.

His virtues

Throughout his life, Zatti cultivated all the virtues with love and 
perseverance. However, charity, humility, poverty full of trust in 
providence, and the sincere joy of one who lives in communion 
with God, are the virtues that shine with special glow. When called 
at night he rejected excuses: “You have the obligation to call me 
and I have the obligation to come”. The core of his spiritual life was 
Jesus in the Eucharist, and holy mass was the moment of his utmost 
concentration. But most edifying feature of his faith was submission 
to the will of God.

We could also add the virtue of obedience. He was a “subordinate 
superior” which requires a lot of prudence, patience and humility, 
qualities that are rarely found altogether in one person.
He always followed the suggestions and directions of his superiors 
regarding the administrative management of the hospital and the 
use of money. He started his work at five in the morning and finished 
at nine p.m.

After that he spent two hours in religious and medical reading and 
letter writing. (Everybody knew Artemide agreed that he was a 
generous, happy and obedient man. The roots of these virtues were 
in the motto written by him in the book of the constitutions: “walk in 
my presence, and you’ll be perfect’. ‘Serve the Lord with joy’. ‘The 
obedient man will sing in victory.”) (Taken from his notebook…record 
of spiritual accomplishments…)

Difficulties

Beyond the great and difficult trials he had to face, such as having 
to give up his ideal of becoming a priest, being the hospital 
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manager, he suffered humiliation from some of his colleagues who 
were too energetic and intolerant, professionals and superiors who 
prohibited the expansion of his work. At the age of 61, in 1941, he 
witnessed the demolition of his beloved hospital. There were also 
other actions that no matter how little they were, were very harmful 
(On Friday 20th of August 1915, Zatti was arrested and taken to jail 
by the police chief…he was charged with helping a prisoner to 
escape from the hospital, where he was taken three months before. 
In his defense, Zatti claimed he was a nurse not a guard. In spite of 
his innocence he had five days vacation in jail. The other vacation 
he had was the time he spent with is mother when his father died.)

His death

He died in March 15th 1951, eight months before Zatti knew that 
he was suffering from liver cancer. He accepted it peacefully and 
continued working until his death.

With faith and courage he asked for Extreme unction the saintly 
viaticum. He prepared his own death certificate a week before his 
death. All the people from Viedma and Patagones attended his 
funeral, because he was regarded as “everyone’s relative”.

The inheritance

Zatti’s inheritance is his Christian testimony that always seems to be 
up-to-date for:

• His charity with no limits

• His life devoted to help of those who suffered without accepting  
 anything for himself

• His love for the poor and the sick to which many times he gave  
 his own bed

• His own life of poverty, in spite of having managed so much   
 money, and his permanent joy

• His constant spirit of prayer, within a rigid timetable.

• His faithfulness to the Church and her ministers, even in hard   
 trials.

• His evangelical simplicity and humility that made him kind and  
 lovable to all social classes.
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To the altars

On June 7th 1977, the Argentinean bishops asked John Paul II to 
start the process to declare Zatti a saint.
1st June 1979, his holiness John Paul gave his consent to the 
petition and on March 22nd 1980 the bishop of Viedma started the 
diocesan process and set up a special tribunal. On May 24th 1981 
this Tribunal sent its findings to the Congregation of Saints in Rome. 
His saintliness is always present and is the result of the copious action 
of the Holy Spirit.

The main issue in the process of Br Zatti was to discover how a 
simple administrative job and the care of the sick in a humble 
hospital could be a way to holiness.

On July 7th 1997, he was declared venerable. On April 14th 1998, 
a special tribunal was set up in Buenos Aires to study the process of 
the “alleged” miracle on behalf of the young Salesian Carlos Bosio.

On May 14th 1998, the relevant documents were sent to Rome. 
On March 9th 2000 the doctors from the Congregation of Saints 
and on October 27th the Theologist Congress acknowledged the 
extraordinary grace received by Fr. Carlos Bosio through Artemide 
Zatti, a real miracle. 

So did the meeting of cardinals and bishops, summoned by the 
Congregation of Saints in Rome, on February 8th 2001. On April 24th 
2001, this Congregation read the decree confirming the miracle in 
the presence of H.H. John Paul II, who after signing it, promulgated 
it. The Beatification Ceremony is expected to take place on the first 
fortnight of Easter 2002.

Zatti is a present day model:

For laymen in general, for his testimony of charity, poverty and 
commitment, for missionaries, evangelists, and Christians devoted 
to community work, as nurse and pharmacist.

For the consecrated, for being according to “Perfectae Caritatis”, 
apostolic and contemplative, integrated in his community and 
open to the needs of those around, pure and generous, obedient 
and responsible, and ready to help.
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For consecrated laymen: for his outstanding work in religious 
community, where he was a “key” figure even more than his 
consecrated brothers.

For his Salesian brothers, because he embodies their original 
identity, according to the founder’s charism, consecrating the world 
through his work and his temporal duties.

For Christians in general, for being the clear presence of the Church 
among the poor and abandoned, as well as being involved with 
the working class, and always from an evangelical perspective.

THE SALESIAN BROTHER: HISTORY, PEDAGOGY AND SPIRITUALITY

Moving towards the bicentenary of don bosco’s birth

East asia – oceania salesian brothers’ congress, 19-23 august, 2013, huahin, thailand

Evaluation summary
Number of participants: 71
(Rating guide: 5 is the highest; 1 is lowest, nr is no response)

 

Sessions / Activity Rating

1) Welcome
5  = 64
4  = 5
Nr = 1

2) Liturgy (lectiodivina, mass, prayers)
5  = 44
4  = 25
Nr = 1

3) Talk of speakers (bro harris, thanad, callo,   
    saldanha)

5  = 38
4  = 31
3  = 1
Nr = 1

4) Small and big group sharing

5  = 33
4  = 32
3  = 5
Nr = 1
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5) Cultural and province presentation

5  = 41
4  = 22
3  = 6
Nr = 2

6) Socials (cultural show, floating market, etc)

5  = 56
4  = 10
3  = 4
Nr = 1

Logistics and others

1) Venue (conference hall)
5  = 58
4  = 9
Nr = 4

2) Accommodation (rooms)
5  = 59
4  = 9
Nr = 3

3) Meals
5  = 62
4  = 11
Nr = 3

4) Organizing committee and staff support
5  = 58
4  = 11
Nr = 2

5) Convention materials/kits

5  = 53
4  = 12
3  = 2
Nr = 4

Level of satisfaction (overall) 
5  = 40
4  = 4
Nr = 27
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